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 Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:15 PM by Chairperson Mike Fleck 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Mike Fleck Chairperson Present  

Sue Gerrits Commissioner Excused  

Gene Hackbarth Vice Chairperson Present  

Jonathon Hansen Alderperson Present  

Sue Sands Commissioner Excused  

Adam Turriff Commissioner Excused  

Joanne Vomastic-Muka Commissioner Present  

Also present: City Planner Peter Schleinz.  

2. Approval of the minutes of the August 16, 2021 Historic Preservation Commission 

meeting.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jonathon Hansen, Alderperson 

SECONDER: Gene Hackbarth, Vice Chairperson 

AYES: Mike Fleck, Gene Hackbarth, Jonathon Hansen, Joanne Vomastic-Muka 

EXCUSED: Sue Gerrits, Sue Sands, Adam Turriff 

3. Public comments upon matters not on the agenda.  

City Planner Peter Schleinz notified the HPC members of a change to the City's GIS 

mapping system. A historic layer has been added which shows specific historic 

information regarding the historic sites in the City, including the date the building or 

district was designated as well as a link to the Wisconsin Historical Society.   

Gene Hackbarth shared that he recently attended a "Saving Wisconsin's Historic 

Theaters" workshop. He was very impressed with the presentation. 

RESULT: DISCUSSED 

4. Consideration and possible action on Historic Preservation Commission members 

registering for the 2021 Local History and Historic Preservation Conference that will be 

held online (virtual) from October 20-22, 2021.  

City Planner Peter Schleinz reported that the 2021 Local History and Historic 

Preservation Conference will be held virtually this year and encouraged all HPC 

members to attend.  Gene Hackbarth stated that he will attend. Ald. Hansen stated that he 

is unable to attend due to his work schedule. Joanne Muka and Mike Fleck also indicated 

that they will attend.  Gene stated that he will check to see if the conference will be 

recorded so it can be viewed by those members who cannot attend. Peter noted that staff 

will register everyone for the conference.   
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RESULT: NO ACTION 

5. Consideration and possible action on applying for a year 2022 CLG Subgrant. Grant 

options may relate to one business property and two residential properties that the 

Historic Preservation Commission reached out to regarding State and National 

nominations in August 2021.  

City Planner Peter Schleinz reported that staff has not received any responses regarding 

the 3 letters that the HPC mailed out in June to 514 Lewis Street, 405 Wisconsin Street, 

and 416 George Street. Ald. Hansen stated that he has the email address for the owner of 

416 George Street and suggested that the HPC reach out to him via email.  Gene 

Hackbarth recommended to reach out to the owners of these three properties and also 

identify other properties that are listed as eligible in the 2017 survey. He suggested that 

the HPC work on a letter of intent, which would be due in June 2022 for a CLG subgrant. 

Ald. Hansen agreed with Gene's recommendation. Gene also suggested reaching out to 

the current owners of the Wisconsin State Bank. Ald. Hansen also suggested reaching out 

to Andy Krans, who owns several commerical buildings in downtown De Pere. 

RESULT: NO ACTION 

6. Consideration and possible action on projects and accomplishments that the Historic 

Preservation Commission wishes to achieve in Year 2022.  

Ald. Hansen suggested that the HPC send out letters to owners of properties on the 

National & state registers to invite them to an informational meeting with City staff and a 

representative from the Wisconsin Historical Society to explain why they should consider 

a local landmark designation. Gene Hackbarth added that he has contacted Jason Tish 

from the Wisconsin Historical Society and he agreed to participate in such a presentation 

along with the De Pere Historic Preservation Commission. Gene suggested that this 

presentation should be held at the May 2022 HPC monthly meeting since May is historic 

preservation month.  

Ald. Hansen suggested that Gene continue working on the relocation of the historic sign 

that was previously located by the fountain near the Union Hotel. Gene stated that he is 

making slow progress with that project, but he did say that he has permission from the 

last locktender and his family members to use the locktender and his family's pictures on 

the sign.  Mike Fleck stated that he will talk to Scott Thoresen, Dept of Public Works 

about moving the sign.  

RESULT: NO ACTION 

7. Consideration and possible action on the Historic Preservation Commission formally 

supporting the division of CLG Subgrant Project No. WI-21-10015 into two $6,000 

projects: The first project is the hiring of a consultant to prepare State and National 

Register of Historic Places nomination materials for three residential properties, the 

second project is the creation of three-to-five residential historic district signs.  

Ald. Hansen moved, seconded by Gene Hackbarth, to approve A.the hiring of a 

consultant to prepare nomination materials to hire a consultant for $6000 for a CLG 

subgrant and B.use the remaining $6000 of grant money for the creation of 3-5 historic 

district signs.  Upon vote, motion carried unanimously. Gene Hackbarth thanked the 

Common Council for approving the agreement with the City and Tim Heggland, the 

consultant for the project.  
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Jonathon Hansen, Alderperson 

SECONDER: Gene Hackbarth, Vice Chairperson 

AYES: Mike Fleck, Gene Hackbarth, Jonathon Hansen, Joanne Vomastic-Muka 

EXCUSED: Sue Gerrits, Sue Sands, Adam Turriff 

8. Consideration and possible action on providing initial concept suggestions, related to 

historic district signage prioritization and locations, for the the creation of three-to-five 

residential historic district signs. Presentation by Ald. Jonathon Hansen.  

Ald. Hansen stated that he is going to pursue an additional $6000 from the City's 2200 

budget in order to have enough funds for signs for all 5 historic districts.  He explained 

that the main funding source he is targeting is the leftover $35,000 from the stadium 

excise tax because it can go toward tourism purposes. He explained that he would ask for 

a volunteer team to further develop details needed for the creation of the district signs as 

well as best locations for the signs.  The volunteer team will be responsible for 

identifying a number of locations to be narrowed down, based on things like utilities, 

vision corners, narrow terraces, snow banks, etc.   

City Planner Peter Schleinz invited all of the HPC members to come up to the map and 

place 2-3 stickers on each of the 5 historic districts in spots where they would like to see 

a historic sign placed. For part 2 of the exercise, Peter explained that each HPC member 

should silently identify their prioritized choices for residential historic districts that 

should receive a sign first.  Once the activity was completed, Peter asked if any of the 

members would like to be part of the volunteer team to work on this project with Ald. 

Hansen. Gene Hackbarth stated that he would be interested. Ald. Hansen also suggested 

reaching out the members who were not at the meeting to see if any of them would be 

interested as well.  

RESULT: NO ACTION 

 Adjournment 

Gene Hackbarth moved, seconded by Ald. Hansen, to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 PM. Upon 

vote, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kelly Barker 


