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Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.84, Notice is hereby given to the public that a meeting of the Board of 

Park Commissioners of the City of De Pere will be held on November 12, 2015 at 6:30 PM in the De 

Pere City Hall Council Chambers, 335 S. Broadway Street, De Pere, WI 54115. 

This meeting can be viewed LIVE at www.depere.tv. This meeting is also rebroadcast on TW Cable 
Channel 4 and AT&T U-verse Channel 99 throughout the week and available on demand at 
www.depere.tv. 

I. Call to Order 

1. Roll Call  

II. Action Items 

1. Approve Board of Park Commissioners Meeting Minutes 10-15-15.  

2. Request from De Pere Rotary Club for Name Change  

3. Approve WDNR grant submittal for Phase III of Voyageur Dock renovation.  

4. Consider proposal from Fox River Boat Holding Company.  

 PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT, pursuant to Wis. Stats.§19.85(1)(e), the Board may 

convene  in closed session for the purpose of  deliberating or negotiating the purchasing 

of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public 

business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.  

III. Public Comment Period 

IV. Future Agenda Items 

V. Staff Updates 

VI. Adjournment 

Any person wishing to attend this meeting who, because of disability, requires special 

accommodations should contact the Clerk-Treasurer’s office at 339-4050 by Noon, the previous 

day so that arrangements can be made. 

 

Committee Members De Pere Youth Hockey 

Alderpersons Tod Maki, De Pere Select Soccer 

Mayor Michael J. Walsh Shana Defnet, City Clerk 

Larry Delo, City Administrator City Hall 1
st
 and 2

nd
 Floor 

Judy Schmidt-Lehman, City Attorney De Pere Area Chamber of Commerce 

Allyson Watson, Definitely De Pere Brown County Library De Pere 

Marty Kosobucki TV & Radio Stations 

John Zegers, WDP High School 

District 

Ben Villaruel, Unified School District 

http://www.depere.tv/
http://www.depere.tv/
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De Pere Rapides Soccer De Pere Baseball 

Greg DeCleene, De Pere Rotary Grace Meyer, De Pere Rotary 

Wisconsin DNR Fox River Boat Holding Company 

 

Notice is hereby given that a majority of the Members of the Common Council of the 

City of De Pere may attend this meeting to gather information about a subject (s) over 

which they have decision making responsibility.  
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Park Commissioners Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 12, 2015 

 

DEPARTMENT: Parks, Recreation & Forestry 

 

FROM: Marty Kosobucki 

 

SUBJECT: Approve Board of Park Commissioners Meeting Minutes 10-15-15. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Draft Minutes 10-15-15 (PDF) 
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 Board of Park Commissioners  335 South Broadway 

 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

 Draft Minutes  

Thursday, October 15, 2015 6:30 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 10/30/2015 9:06 AM 

I. Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:30 PM by Board Member George Brown 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Michael Donovan Alderperson Present  

Larry Lueck Alderperson Excused  

Lisa Rafferty Alderperson Present  

George Brown Board Member Present  

Sue Schinkten Board Member Present  

Randy Soquet Board Member Present  

Bill Volpano Board Member Present  

II. Action Items 

1. Approve Board of Park Commissioners Meeting Minutes 8-31-15.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Michael Donovan, Alderperson 

SECONDER: Bill Volpano, Board Member 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

2. Approve request from Dog Park Committee to fund improvements to Dog Park.*  

Marty Kosobucki spoke with the board about the improvements for the Dog Park.   

 

Don Melichar, De Pere Park Superintendent spoke with the board about the 

improvements which would be a shelter at the Dog Park.  He took questions from the 

board in reference to the shelter.  Marty Kosobucki also took questions from the board.  

They both explained the structure and size of the shelter.  The structure is a complete 

metal structure and would be 14 x 16.   

 

Sue Schinkten made a motion to approve the concept of the Dog Park Shelter, but 

would like staff to investigate the cost of the structure with wood underneath and a 

maintenance free roof, seconded by Randy Soquet.  Motion passed.     

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Schinkten, Board Member 

SECONDER: Randy Soquet, Board Member 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

3. Approve Braisher Park for site of Urban Orchard.  

Marty Kosobucki spoke with the board in reference to the Urban Orchard at Braisher 

Park.  He took questions from the board in reference to the Urban Orchard.      
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Volpano, Board Member 

SECONDER: Lisa Rafferty, Alderperson 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

4. Approval to accept a Project Proposal to build informational signs for Voyageur Park by 

an Eagle Scout.*  

Mike Donovan made a motion to open the meeting at 6:47 p.m., seconded by Sue 

Schinkten.   

 

Eagle Scout Joel Mommaerts spoke with the board about the project to build information 

signs for Voyageur Park.  He took questions from the board in reference to the project. 

 

Mike Donovan made a motion to close the meeting at 6:57 p.m., seconded by Randy 

Soquet. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Michael Donovan, Alderperson 

SECONDER: Lisa Rafferty, Alderperson 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

5. Approve addition to wage scale for WIAA Basketball officials.*  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Schinkten, Board Member 

SECONDER: Randy Soquet, Board Member 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

6. Review and Approve Brown County Ice Time Management Report  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Randy Soquet, Board Member 

SECONDER: Sue Schinkten, Board Member 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

7. Review and Approve 2015 Community Center 3rd Quarter Report  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Schinkten, Board Member 

SECONDER: Michael Donovan, Alderperson 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

8. Approval to apply for NRDA Grants.*  

Marty Kosobucki spoke with the board about the grant and the process.  He took 

questions from the board in reference to the grant and there was discussion about the 

grant.   
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Randy Soquet, Board Member 

SECONDER: Sue Schinkten, Board Member 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

9. Approve lease amendment for Humana Sports Park.*  

Marty spoke with the board about the lease amendment for the Humana Sports Park.  He 

took questions from the board and there was discussion about the amendment.   

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Volpano, Board Member 

SECONDER: Lisa Rafferty, Alderperson 

AYES: Donovan, Rafferty, Brown, Schinkten, Soquet, Volpano 

EXCUSED: Larry Lueck 

III. Public Comment Period 

none 

IV. Future Agenda Items 

None 

V. Staff Updates 

1. Budget  

Marty Kosobucki spoke with the board about the budget, some of the changes and 

possible future items.  He took questions from the board and there was discussion.      

2. Jim Martin Park Update  

Marty Kosobucki gave an update on the progress of Jim Martin Park.  He stated someone 

had walked on the surface before it was dry and caused a problem.  Marty stated all 

should be taken care of and ready to go shortly.     

VI. Adjournment 

Randy Soquet made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:16 p.m., seconded by Sue Schinkten. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Debbie Zierson 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Park Commissioners Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 12, 2015 

 

DEPARTMENT: Parks, Recreation & Forestry 

 

FROM: Marty Kosobucki 

 

SUBJECT: Request from De Pere Rotary Club for Name Change 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 20151001131535768 (PDF) 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Park Commissioners Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 12, 2015 

 

DEPARTMENT: Parks, Recreation & Forestry 

 

FROM: Marty Kosobucki 

 

SUBJECT: Approve WDNR grant submittal for Phase III of Voyageur Dock 

renovation. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 20151103081434331 (PDF) 

 Merrill Equipment Quote (PDF) 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Park Commissioners Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 12, 2015 

 

DEPARTMENT: Parks, Recreation & Forestry 

 

FROM: Marty Kosobucki 

 

SUBJECT: Consider proposal from Fox River Boat Holding Company. 

 

 

We have received a request from the Fox River Boat Holding company to dock their boat at James Street 

Parkway during the boating season.  I have included a written proposal in your information from the 

company.  As part of this discussion, you will have the opportunity to go into "closed" session if you 

wish. Your attachments include: 

James St. Wharf - original design approved by Park Board for James Street Parkway boat   

MapPrint - overhead view of immediate area. 

James Street wide aerial - larger aerial view of the area, also identifies public parking 

De Pere Proposal 2 - Proposal from the Fox River Boat Holding Company. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 James St Wharf (PDF) 

 MapPrint (PDF) 

 James Street wide aerial (JPG) 

 De Pere Proposal 2 (DOCX) 

 overhead (JPG) 
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approx 225’ 
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15’ 
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Decking & Treated Wood Understructure 

James St. Wharf 

Proposed Extension 

Plan 

 = 5’ 
Existing James St. 

Wharf 

Old Bridge 

Approach 

Sidewalk 

Sketch for: 

Lock Hold Area Dock 

By:   

Schmidt Boat Lifts & Docks Inc. 

1-800-236-4622 

6’ 

Seating Areas 

Stair with 
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Fox River Tours – Wisconsin 
 
Proposal to the City of De Pere 
 
The Fox River Boat Holding Company, LLC has purchased a 1953 steel-hulled riverboat currently named 
Rose Lummis from the Finger Lakes, New York area. The vessel has been delivered to the South Bay 
Marina in Green Bay via truck.  
 
The vessel will remain in dry dock storage through the spring during which time it will be painted and 
remodeled. No structural work needs to be done. There is a current Certificate of Inspection, which is 
being transferred to the U.S. Coast Guard Sturgeon Bay office from the New York office. All remodeling 
needs to happen under the supervision of the US Coast Guard. 
 
The vessel will be launched in early May, if weather permits, and will go through a renaming ceremony. 
 
The Fox River Boat Holding Company, LLC respectfully requests that the De Pere Board of Park 
Commissioners consider the following proposal. 
 

 Allow the addition of three to four 15’ wharf sections to be added to the end of the current 
wharf at James Street Parkway 

 Fox River Boat Holding Company, LLC will cover the cost of the docks 

 Bring electrical power to the wharf to accommodate 30 amps 110 volt charging when the vessel 
is not in use to power the refrigerator 

 City of De Pere to cover the cost of electrical  

 Allow the placement of two or three small signs to direct people to the boarding area 

 Negotiate a reasonable docking fee, to be offset until the expense of the dock is recouped 
 
The planned season for running the vessel is May 15 – October 31, with start and end dates dependent 
upon weather. At the end of each season, the vessel will be pulled out of the water and stored at the 
South Bay Marina, where it will undergo inspection by the U.S. Coast Guard and maintenance. 
 
The current business plan calls for running three public tours to leave the dock on Friday evening, 
Saturday late morning, and Sunday mid-day throughout the season, with Sunday being a brunch cruise. 
Each cruise will take 40 paying passengers and last 1 ½ hours. More public tours will be considered as 
demand increases. 
 
If possible, we would like to direct people to use the parking lot directly adjacent to the docking area, 
but will work out the best solution for all parties in the area.  
 
In addition to the public cruises, private charters will be available for booking at will. We have a 
partnership with A-Mazing Events, and they will be handling all of our event bookings. 
 
There is one restroom on board which will need pump-out bi-weekly. We will have that and refueling 
done at South Bay Marina in Green Bay. 
 
Garbage will be minimal in that we are planning to use non-disposable items whenever possible. China 
plates and cloth napkins will be the norm, with Bubble Fresh in Kaukauna picking up the laundry. What 
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waste we do create, we will work with Chateau De Pere to see if we may utilize their dumpster or we 
will find other means of disposal. 
 
A state liquor license is currently being applied for, to include beer, wine, and liquor. A licensed 
bartender will be on board when the bar is open. 
 
FRNSA has been consulted and has no issue with use of the turning basin. U.S. Coast Guard has been 
consulted from the moment we started looking for a vessel and was out for their pre- inspection on the 
day after arrival. Each restoration plan must be supplied to them for approval. They confirmed structural 
integrity of the vessel is very good. 
 
We will work to become a boat for which the community feels some ownership, some affinity. To 
facilitate this, we will reach out to various non-profit and for-profit organizations to see how we may 
meet their needs. We will be available during festivals or special community events, if so requested. 
 
Cocktail cruises, dinner or brunch cruises, historic tours, weddings, corporate outings, private parties will 
all be potential activities for which we will support. 
 
We are very excited by the potential that this site holds. When we went to visit it, it just felt right, and 
we humbly request the Board of Park Commissioners to accept our proposal. We applaud all that the 
City has done to enhance this lock site and look forward to the opportunity to add even more activity 
and character to it.  
 
We are happy to work with area business owners to encourage our customers to visit their 
establishments before leaving the area, and will utilize local caterers whenever possible to do our part 
to add to the economic impact of the river. 
 
Thank you for your time!  
Candice Mortara 
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The pictures above show the wharf that is currently in place. Our proposal includes adding three 15’ 
sections of identical docking parallel to the shoreline. 
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