
 

Board of Park Commissioners 
 

Regular Meeting 
 

Agenda 

335 South Broadway 
De Pere, WI 54115 
www.deperewi.gov 

 
Thursday, September 18, 2025 6:30 PM Council Chambers and Virtual 

 
 
Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 19.84, Notice is hereby given to the public that a meeting of the Board of 
Park Commissioners of the City of De Pere will be held on September 18, 2025 at 6:30 PM in 
the COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 2ND FLOOR CITY HALL, 335 S. BROADWAY STREET. DE 
PERE. 
 
The Public or Members of the Board of Park Commissioners, which may count toward an official 
quorum, may attend the meeting either in person in the Council Chambers or telephonically or 
electronically via video conferencing or other appropriate technological means. Telephonic or 
electronic access to the meeting is provided below: 
 

Computer/smart phone accessing https://www.gotomeet.me/DePere 
 

OR 
 

You can also dial in using your phone. 
United States (Toll Free): 1 866 899 4679 

United States: +1 (312) 757-3117 
Access Code: 154-883-285 

 
This meeting may also be rebroadcast on TV throughout the week and available on demand 
at https://deperewi.portal.civicclerk.com/.  
I. Call to Order 

II. Public Comment on Matters not on the Agenda. Comments made during the public comment period 
shall pertain only to matters under the jurisdiction of the Board of Park Commissioners. §6-3(f) 
DPMC 

III. Items 

 1. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Board of Park Commissioners Minutes 
from the August 21, 2025 meeting 

 2. 2026 Budget Discussion 

 3. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Legion Park Disc Golf Course Improvement 
Request * 

 4. Consideration and Possible Action on Allocation of Beer Garden Revenue *  

 5. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Pink Flamingo Request to Place a Statue and 
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Plaque at Legion Park 

 6. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Rainbow Park Playground Addition 

 7. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Wilson Park Grant from the David and Rita 
Nelson Foundation * 

 8. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Conducting a Survey for Residents to Provide 
Options for a Park Name for the Waterview Heights Subdivision Park 

IV. Staff Updates 

 1. Staff Update on Donation from BCCWC 

 2. Staff Update on 2025 Beer Gardens 

 3. Staff Update on 2025 Holiday Light Event 

V. Future Agenda Items 

VI. Adjournment 

  

  
  Any person wishing to attend this meeting who, because of disability, requires special 

accommodations should contact the Clerk’s office at 339-4050 by Noon, the previous day so 
that arrangements can be made. 

 
     

Board Members De Pere Youth Hockey 
Alderpersons De Pere Select Soccer 
Mayor James Boyd De Pere Area Chamber of Commerce 
Kim Flom, City Manager Definitely De Pere      
Joanne Bungert, City Attorney Brown County Library – De Pere 
Eric Erdman, Assistant City Attorney TV & Radio Stations 
Marty Kosobucki De Pere Baseball 
Carey Danen, City Clerk De Pere Rapides Youth Soccer 
City Hall 1st and 2nd Floor Jason Lau, WDP School District 
De Pere Girls Softball Christopher Thompson, De Pere School Dist. 
Connor Mason, Teen Advisor Patrick Ferron 
Community Foundation for the Fox Valley Region Pink Flamingo 
Brown County Community Women’s Club   

  

*All items marked with an asterisk will be forwarded to the Common Council. 
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
III.1 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Grace Lahtela, Administrative Assistant 
SUBJECT:  Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Board of Park 

Commissioners Minutes from the August 21, 2025 meeting 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff recommends approval 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Draft Minutes 8-21-25 
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Board of Park 
Commissioners  

 
Regular Meeting 

 
Minutes 

335 South Broadway 
De Pere, WI 54115 
www.deperewi.gov 

 

Thursday, August 21, 2025 6:30 PM 
City Hall, Council Chambers 335 S. 

Broadway, De Pere, Wisconsin 
54115 

 
I. Call to Order 
 
Present: Jim Kneiszel, Mike Eserkaln, Shana Ledvina, Elizabeth McMasters, Amy Kundinger, Connor Mason 
Absent:  
Excused: Randy Soquet 
 
Others Present: Marty Kosobucki, Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry, Grace Lahtela, 
Administrative Assistant 
Others Present Virtual: Brian Christnovich, Park Superintendent 
II. Public Comment on Matters not on the Agenda. Comments made during the public comment period 

shall pertain only to matters under the jurisdiction of the Board of Park Commissioners. §6-3(f) 
DPMC 

 
None 
III. Items 
  
 1. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Board of Park Commissioners Minutes 

from the July 17, 2025 meeting. 
 
Alderperson Defent Ledvina moved to approve the Board of Park Commissioners minutes from the July 
17, 2025 meeting, seconded by Alderperson Chandik Kundinger.  Upon vote, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
RESULT: Passed (UNANIMOUS) 
MOVER: Shana Ledvina 
SECONDER: Amy Kundinger 
AYES: Jim Kneiszel, Mike Eserkaln, Shana Ledvina, Elizabeth McMasters, Amy Kundinger 

 2. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve $2,500 Donation from the Wochinske Family 
Foundation to the Recreation Scholarship Fund* 

 
James Kneiszel questioned the balance on the account.  Marty Kosobucki, Director of Parks, Recreation 
and Forestry, explained that the balance continues to grow with the donations. We continually give out 
scholarships, but this past year was a little lighter with scholarship requests. 
 
Elizabeth McMasters moved to accept the $2,500 donation from the Wochinske Foundation to the 
Recreation Scholarship Fund, seconded by Alderperson Defnet Ledvina.  Upon vote, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
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RESULT: Passed (UNANIMOUS) 
MOVER: Elizabeth McMasters 
SECONDER: Shana Ledvina 
AYES: Jim Kneiszel, Mike Eserkaln, Shana Ledvina, Elizabeth McMasters, Amy Kundinger 

 3. Consideration and Possible Action to Accept a $3,000 Donation from Aurora BayCare Sports 
Medicine to Sponsor Flag Football T-shirts * 

 
Alderperson Chandik Kundinger moved to accept a $3,000 donation from Aurora BayCare Sports 
Medicine to sponsor flag football t-shirts, seconded by Alderperson Eserkaln.  Upon vote, the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
RESULT: Passed (UNANIMOUS) 
MOVER: Amy Kundinger 
SECONDER: Mike Eserkaln 
AYES: Jim Kneiszel, Mike Eserkaln, Shana Ledvina, Elizabeth McMasters, Amy Kundinger 

 4. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Compressor Repairs at the De Pere Ice Arena 
with funding to come from the De Pere Ice Arena Fund * 

 
Marty Kosobucki, Director of Parks, Recreation, and Forestry explained that the emergency repairs were 
already approved by the City Manager, and the majority of the costs will be covered by insurance. The 
remaining $2,500 will be taken out of the Ice Arena Fund. 
 
Alderperson Chandik Kundinger moved to approve the emergency compressor repairs at the De Pere Ice 
Arena with the additional funding to come from the De Pere Ice Arena Fund, seconded by Elizabeth 
McMasters. Upon vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
RESULT: Passed (UNANIMOUS) 
MOVER: Amy Kundinger 
SECONDER: Elizabeth McMasters 
AYES: Jim Kneiszel, Mike Eserkaln, Shana Ledvina, Elizabeth McMasters, Amy Kundinger 

 5. Consideration and Possible Action Regarding the Ash Tree Grant from NEW Water * 
 
Marty Kosobucki, Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry, stated that Brian Christnovich, Park 
Superintendent, is online if there are specific questions. Marty gave a quick summary of the grant 
proceedings to date, stating that the NEW Grant allowed us to offer free trees to residents that lost trees 
due to Emerald Ash Borer. The funding for this grant was pulled, and staff had to notify the residents that 
had requested free trees in the spring planting season that these free trees were no longer available. The 
majority of the free tree orders were canceled. After the spring planting season, staff has since been 
notified that the funding is now available again. Staff recommendation would be to try to utilize the grant 
funding and get the free trees planted. However, staff is requesting the city back the funding for the 
ordered trees if the grant is canceled again.  Staff is also requesting to reimburse the residents that paid 
for trees during the spring planting that were eligible for free trees, with the funding for the trees planted 
to come from the grant. If approved, staff would reach out to all residents that requested a free tree in the 
spring to see if they are still interested. The remaining trees would then be offered to residents in the 
spring of 2026 on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Alderperson Chandik Kundinger questioned how many people were originally interested in free trees. 
Brian Christnovich, Park Superintendent, stated that there were around 113 trees requested, with a 
potential total cost of around $12,000. Marty Kosobucki stated that the $12,000 would be a worst-case 
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scenario. 
Elizabeth McMasters questioned how much the grant is for. Marty Kosobucki stated that the grant is for 
up to 250 trees. 
Alderperson Eserkaln questioned how quickly staff could get the trees planted. Marty Kosobucki stated 
we are looking to get this approved quickly, with staff reaching out to residents with the canceled spring 
orders to see if they are interested in a free tree this fall. Brian Christnovich added that the grant expires 
in August 2026, so all free trees would need to be planted by the spring 2026 season. 
James Kneiszel questioned if the trees could be planted in the parks. Marty Kosobucki stated that the 
trees could be planted in the parks. If resident requests were exhausted, then staff would look at planting 
the remaining trees in parks. 
 
Alderperson Defnet Ledvina moved to approve the staff recommendation, seconded by Alderperson 
Chandik Kundinger. Upon vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
RESULT: Passed (UNANIMOUS) 
MOVER: Shana Ledvina 
SECONDER: Amy Kundinger 
AYES: Jim Kneiszel, Elizabeth McMasters, Mike Eserkaln, Shana Ledvina, Amy Kundinger 
 
  
 6. Consideration and Possible Action to Approve SBC Project GV-15 at Kiwanis Park * 
 
Marty Kosobucki, Director of Parks, Recreation, and Forestry, explained that the Southern Bridge project 
requires a small piece of land at Kiwanis Park in order to complete the project.  The portion of the park 
that is needed does not interfere with any of the active areas of the park.  The area is a part of the 
conservancy that runs up to Red Maple Road, which is not developed. 
 
James Kneiszel moved to approve SBC Project GV-15 at Kiwanis Park, seconded by Alderperson 
Chandik Kundinger.  Upon vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
RESULT: Passed (UNANIMOUS) 
MOVER: Jim Kneiszel 
SECONDER: Amy Kundinger 
AYES: Jim Kneiszel, Mike Eserkaln, Shana Ledvina, Elizabeth McMasters, Amy Kundinger 
 
  
IV. Staff Updates 
  
 1. Staff Update on Donations to Recreation Department 
 
Marty Kosobucki, Director of Parks, Recreation, and Forestry explained that the memo located in the 
packet lists all the donations that were received by the Recreation Department that are under $1,000. 
Marty thanked all the donors for supporting the Park and Recreation Department.  
V. Future Agenda Items 
 
James Kneiszel requested a recap of the Beer Gardens and thought moving forward.  Marty Kosobucki, 
Director of Parks, Recreation, and Forestry stated there will be a staff update on the Beer Gardens next 
month, once we have all the final numbers prepared.  
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VI. Adjournment 
 
Alderperson Defnet Ledvina moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:43 pm, seconded by Alderperson 
Chandik Kundinger. Upon vote, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
RESULT: Passed (UNANIMOUS) 
MOVER: Shana Ledvina 
SECONDER: Amy Kundinger 
AYES: Jim Kneiszel, Mike Eserkaln, Shana Ledvina, Elizabeth McMasters, Amy Kundinger 
  
  

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Grace Lahtela 
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
III.2 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  2026 Budget Discussion 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Discuss 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Memo.2026 Budget, Community Center.Draft Budget, Park Administration.Draft Budget, 
Forestry.Draft Budget, Parks Public Lands.Draft Budget, Aquatics Special Fund.Draft Budget, 
Boat Ramps.Draft Budget, Recreation.Draft Budget, Special Events.Draft Budget, Park 
Equipment.Draft Budget 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: 2026 Proposed Budget Recap – Parks, Recreation, and Forestry 
 
 
Summary:   
 
The department’s proposed budget was submitted to the City Manager, Finance Director and Mayor on 
August 14th.  On August 29th, the Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry met with the City Finance 
Director, City Manager and Mayor to review the proposed budget.  I have created a summary of CIP at 
the bottom of this memo as many of the Capital projects are not listed within our operating budget.  The 
City Manager will take all the proposed budgets and draft a 2025 City Wide Budget proposal, which will 
be presented and reviewed by the City Council on October 9th at their budget workshop.  The below 
table is an approximate picture of the Parks, Recreation and Forestry Budget proposal and its 
comparison to last year.  The numbers are approximate as our Budgets can fluctuate on a daily basis 
during the time period leading up to the Council Budget Workshop on October 9th.  

   2025 Budget 2026 Proposed % Change 
PRF Expenditures $3,553,193 $3,656,830 3% 
PRF Revenues $1,041,672 $1,105,087 6% 
    

 

I have provided a summary of each budget and highlighted key components of the budget and/or 
reasons for major increase or decrease.   

Community Center – This budget increased by $8,573.  Major impacts to this increase are: 

- Salaries increased by $5,804. 
- Hourly wages increased by $3,084. 

Park and Rec Administration - This budget increased by $16,932.  Major impacts to this increase are:  

- Salaries increased $7,218 to reflect wage increases and COLA. 
- Insurance increased by $5,338. 
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Forestry - This budget is proposed to be increased by $18,883.  Major impacts to this increase are: 

- Consulting increased by $4,500 to address a specific tree removal. 
- Inclusion of $9,900 for seasonal wages.  (Reallocated from Parks and Public Lands Budget). 

Parks and Public Lands - This budget increased by $12,042.  Major impacts to this increase are: 

- Salaries increased by $2,519.   
- Hourly wages decreased by $6,924 
- Operating Supplies increased by $18,000 to accommodate maintenance program for Poured in Place 

fall surfacing. 
- Turf Chemicals increased $1,800 to include weed and feed for area around Nelson Pavilion and City 

Hall. 
- Operating Supplies increased by $9,664 to accommodate the transfer of Port O Let costs from 

Recreation budget.  

Swimming Pools – reduced by $2,406.  

- Major changes included significant reductions in Utilities, Rentals and Pool Chemicals. 

Boat Ramps – increased by $5,136.  Major impacts to this increase are: 

- Added $3,450 to contract out cleaning services on weekends. 
- Increase of $1,250 to accommodate growing repairs for ticket machines. 

Recreation and Recreation Programs – increased by $23,340.  Major impacts to this increase are: 

- Wage increases of $6,948 for salaries. 
- Hourly Wages increased by $7,844. 

Special Events – increased by $18,031 

- Operating Supplies increased by $16,814 mostly to expand Beer Garden and Holiday Light Show and 
purchase IPAD’s to allow for Point of Sale. 

Parks Equipment/Vehicle Maintenance – had an increase of $3,016. 

Revenues 

- Revenues are reflective of what staff submitted.   

Additional Budget Comments: 

• Staff has submitted a request to add FTE in the Recreation Division.  This additional staffing would convert 
one current .5 FTE into a 1.0 FTE. The ultimate purpose of this position is to aid in the increased workload 
caused by the Beer Gardens, Holiday Light Show and increase in seasonal employee requirements.  The 
budget impact is not shown in the proposed numbers at this time. 
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Proposed Capital Improvement Projects 

Below is a list of capital projects that were proposed to the Mayor.  I have identified in the “Notes” section any 
updated information regarding the project and or helpful information to understand the project. 

Project Amount Notes 
Replace Truck 308 $90,000 1 Ton truck 
Grapple Bucket  $5,500  
Robotic Mower $10,000 Automated mower 
Salter $12,000 Salter unit for 1 ton plow truck 
Diamond Groomer Replacement $40,000  
Pools $5,500 Replacement of tot components at VFW 
Replacement of Dock System at Voyageur Park $200,000  
Surveillance System for Boat Launch $15,000  
Repair/replace floor at Fox Point $5,000  
ADA Hard Surface Program $30,000  
Crackfill and Sealcoat Program $25,000  
Dog Park – Culvert replacement $20,000  
Voyageur Park – Playground repair $25,000 Repair of spinner and PIP surfacing  
Kelly Danen – Sanitary Line repair $15, 000  
Wilson Park Renovation $200,000  
Kelly Danen – Bleacher replacement $20,000  
Carney Park Playground replacement $125,000  
Ice Arena Upgrades $100,000  
Legion Open Shelter roof replacement  $12,000  
VFW Octagon Door replacement $12,000  
Rotary Park Gazebo repair and path $30,000  
Optimist Open Shelter roof replacement $12,000  
Preserve Trail Improvements $50,000  
New Park development – Phase I $200,000  
Self Watering Baskets $10,000  
Nelson Pavilion – Ramp and lower level concrete $50,000  
Voyageur – Bike Rack and pad $5,000  
Voyageur – Electrical extension $15,000  
Optimist Park Storm Drain $35,000  
Portable Ice Rink $120,000  
Nelson Pavilion – Picnic Tables $10,000  
Toilet Tissue Dispensers – Parks $6,000  
Voyageur – Permanent Trash Receptacles $5,000  
Pickle Ball Facility  $250,000 Location to be determined 
LED replacement program $15,000  
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
III.3 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Legion Park Disc 

Golf Course Improvement Request * 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Discuss 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Memo.Disc Golf Course, Disc golf course memo, Estimate 2025-117-Legion Park 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Disc Golf Course Improvement Request 
 
 
Summary:  We have received a request from several users to conduct improvements at the Disc Golf 
Course. As part of the request, the people are asking if the City would fund the project, and if not, could 
they be provided the approval to fundraise for the amount needed to perform the work.  Their primary 
request is to have the Tee Pads redone in concrete (they are currently large rubber mats), and to replace 
the signs at each of the Tee Boxes.  A secondary request is to have an entrance sign at the start of the 
course showing the layout of the whole Disc Golf Course.     
 
Staff Recommendation:  
To address the first request regarding the City funding the project.  We currently do not have money in 
our operational budget that would be able to cover these costs.  If you found the project to be 
warranted, you could send a request into the City Manager to include in the 2026 Draft Budget.  It 
would be up to the discretion of the City Manager to include it or not.  If its included, it would then be 
up to the Council to approve.  My recommendation on this project is if you feel the City should fund it, 
we include it within our Capital Improvement Plan and slot it based on its priority level compared to 
other projects.   
 
If you want to go in the direction of allowing the users to fundraise for the project, I would recommend 
the Park Board support and approve their efforts to fundraise.  If this route is chosen, we would need to 
establish the parameters of fundraising which would include how much, donor recognition, etc…   
 

 

  

Page 106 of 145



Hello Marty,

Thank you again for meeting with us about improvements to the disc golf course at Legion 
Park. 

We are asking the city and park board for permission to move forward with the improvements 
we discussed. The improvements we feel that the park needs are 8 - new concrete tee pads 
and 9 - new hole signs. Also a welcome sign with a map of the course and rules attached to 
the restroom building. The welcome sign is optional.

As discussed if approved, we are seeking funding for the entire project. We received a bid from 
Bryan McEwen Concrete for the installation of the 8 tee pads. (see attached) The bid includes 
two prices, one is to do a complete job start to finish. This includes digging out, packing 
gravel, laying the forms and pouring and finish the concrete. The other bid is to only pour and 
finish the concrete pad. The city would provide the digging of the pads, possible gravel, and 
concrete forms. The price of the complete job seems like the best deal for everyone. Bryan 
mentioned that he has done work for the city of De Pere before.

If the city does not fund this project, we would be willing to fund raise to get the job done. We 
would prefer the city fund this project because the city did not pay for the installation of the 
original disc golf course at Legion Park.

Legion Park disc golf course would benefit greatly from these improvements because of the 
amount of players it sees everyday year round. The concrete tee pads and new signage would 
improve the look of the course as well as making it safer to play.

We look forward to the park board meeting and moving forward with this project.

If you have any questions please contact me or Matt.

Thank you for taking time to consider this matter.


Sincerely,


Patrick J Ferron

920-360-8105
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Date

Date Total:

#4 rebar approximately 30" on center each way

Bryan McEwen - Owner

Any concrete poured between October 15th & April 15th, will have an additional charge for hot water

Owner is responsible for landscaping, utility locates, any/and all private utilities, including 

Bryan McEwen Concrete LLC is not responsible for damages to any unmarked utilities,

If we are required to engage the services of a collection agency or attorney to enforce collections, you, 
the buyer, assume responsibility to pay all collection costs (inc. reasonable attorney fees) and interest at the
rate of 1.5% per month on all past due accounts, unless prohibited by law.

including sprinkler systems

sprinkler systems, and any permits required

Estimate

920-360-8105
patrickferron@sbcglobal.net

Description Total

Patrick Ferron
Legion Park Disc golf pads

4607 Kamper Ln
Denmark, WI 54208

9/7/2025 2025-117

Estimate #
(920) 621-8423
E-mail: bryanmcewen85@gmail.com

Date

Estimate good for 60 days

We look forward to working with you!

Client Signature

*Work to be completed 2025, 1/2 down deposit to schedule, remaining balance due upon completion of job

Standard Inclusions:
 4 1/2" thick,4000 PSI Concrete

Well compacted gravel base
Saw cuts for relief joints

-$                      

Bryan McEwen Concrete LLC is not responsible for any popping, peeling, and/or scaling to

TK AS-1 Sealer

finished concrete from the use of salt and/or any ice melting chemicals

Hairline cracks will not be warranted unless raised and/or separated 1/4" or more

Bryan McEwen Concrete & Property Services

8-5'x10' throwing pads
Contractor to pour and finish only 
Contractor to excavate,form and pour

2,150.00$                
3,900.00$                
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
III.4 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  Consideration and Possible Action on Allocation of Beer Garden 

Revenue *  
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff recommends approval 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Memo.Beer Garden Revenue Allocation 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: Consideration and Possible Action on Allocation of Beer Garden Revenue *  
 
 
Summary: The Beer Gardens has Council approval to direct net proceeds be allocated toward improving 
the infrastructure of our park system.  The approximate revenue we have to work with is $87,600.  This 
includes $44,000 from 2025 and $43,600 carried over from previous years. 
 
Staff Recommendation:  
Below are a series of projects that we have requested the City Council consider in reviewing and 
approving the 2026 Budget.   

• Portable Ice Rink - $120,000 
• New Park development (Playground and sign) - $200,000 
• Carney Playground replacement - $125,000 
• Bleacher replacement at Kelly Danen Park - $20,000 
• Nelson Pavilion – ADA Ramp and lower concrete patio - $50,000 
• Preserve Trail updates - $50,000 
• Wilson Park Renovation - $100,000 

 
The projects listed above are currently in the proposed 2026 Budget request from staff.  While these 
would be easy targeted projects, it does not require you to select one of them.  You could investigate 
and propose a different idea/project.   
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
III.5 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Pink Flamingo 

Request to Place a Statue and Plaque at Legion Park 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff recommends approval 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Memo.Pink donation, Pink Flamingo Request 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Pink Flamingo Request to Place a Statue and 

Plaque at Legion Park  
 
 
Summary:  We have received a request from the Pink Flamingo organization to place a statue within the 
park recognizing the tournament and the two individuals responsible for starting the Pink Flamingo 
event.  Their request is to locate a statue within the park and a small plaque explaining the statue as 
well as the two people instrumental in starting the organization and the tournament.  The Pink Flamingo 
organization has donated over $1.6 million over the last 42 years of their existence. 
 
The statue is similar in nature to the statues erected in the alleyway off Main Street on the west side of 
town.  In an effort to deter vandalism we would recommend placing the statue on top of the scorer’s 
shack.  The scorer’s shack is an “all concrete” structure that would easily handle the weight and would 
deter vandalism due to the difficulty of getting to the structure.  The statue is valued at around $3,000.  
 
Staff Recommendation:  
Approve Pink Flamingo request to place statue and plaque in Legion Park recognizing the organization 
and the two people responsible for starting the tournament.  
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Sent for Jerry Olmsted: 
  
Dear Honorable Park Board, 
  

The purpose of this letter is to request permission to place a Flamingo statue at Flamingo Field 
in Legion Park. The statue is about 7’ tall, approx. $3000 and the same size as the flamingo statues in the 
300 block of Main St in the alleyway by Nicky’s Bar. As a matter of fact the statue is very similar to those 
statues and is being built by the same artist: Mrs. Naomi Jenkins. 
                After meeting with Park Director Marty Kosobucki on site, it was suggested by him that the 
flamingo figure should be permanently a top the scorer’s shack behind home plate. The resting place 
would provide both a good view and deter would-be vandals.  
                There would also be a plaque attached to the building that would give a brief description of the 
softball tournament, but also to honor the two co-founders of our team: Mr. Todd Danen and Mr. Geno 
Pichette. These two gentlemen were instrumental in forming the team and giving it the unique name.  
                We would appreciate your consideration in this proposal and we would work very closely with 
Marty in this endeavor to set this up and keep all work in the guidelines of the De Pere Park Dept./City 
of DePere.. Thank you again for your consideration.  
  
Jerry Olmsted and the Pink Flamingos 
 
 
Best Wishes!  
 
Heather Olmsted  
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
III.6 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Rainbow Park 

Playground Addition 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff recommends approval 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Memo.Rainbow Playground addition 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Rainbow Playground Addition  
 
 
Summary: 
In going through the Rainbow Playground project, we are nearing completion.  The playground has 
essentially been completed.  After all our bills have been paid, we have approximately $5,100 left.  I 
would like to recommend the Park Board consider utilizing the remaining balance to improve the 
playground experience.  The below options would not require additional “fall surface”.   
 

1- Large Adirondak style Chair – Cost $5,100 
 
Would be surface mounted onto a concrete pad just  
off the sidewalk in a to be determined location. 
 
 
 
 

2- Additional 6’ Bench(es) w/back – Cost $1,500/each (would 
be able to do 3 benches 

                   
Would be a similar bench as to what is currently out there.  
These benches however would be installed outside of the 
sidewalk, and mounted to a concrete pad.  It is estimated 
you could do 3 benches with the budget we have. 
 
 

 
3- Bench with Canopy – Cost - $5,100 

 
               Would be similar in materials to other bench currently at  

park.  This would be an “in ground” installation. 
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
III.7 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Wilson Park 

Grant from the David and Rita Nelson Foundation * 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff recommends approval 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Memo.Wilson Park Grant, Wilson Park Grant Application 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: Consideration and Possible Action to Approve the Wilson Park Grant from the David and Rita 

Nelson Foundation * 
 
 
Summary: We have been informed from the Fox Valley Community Foundation that we have been 
awarded a grant in the amount of $100,000 from the David and Rita Nelson Foundation to be used 
toward the redevelopment of Wilson Park.  This would be approximately 50% of the projected cost of 
renovating the park.   
 
This project has been proposed in the 2026 Budget request.   

Staff recommendation:  Recommend approval of the grant.   
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
III.8 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Conducting a 

Survey for Residents to Provide Options for a Park Name for the 
Waterview Heights Subdivision Park 

RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff recommends approval 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Memo.Naming of new park 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: Consideration and Possible Action to Approve Conducting a Survey to Resident to Provide 

Options for a Park Names for the Waterview Heights Subdivision Park  
 
 
Summary:  The Board of Park Commissioners asked staff to research and find ideas of potential names 
to use for naming of the new park in Waterview Heights.  Staff has reached out to the Historical Society 
several times and we have been unable to come up with any names that stand out.  Seeing as we had 
not been able to uncover any names that stand out, I would suggest at this point to take a different 
approach.  This would be sending out a survey to the surrounding neighborhood and posting an on-line 
survey for suggestions in naming the park.   
 
Staff Recommendation: Send out survey to obtain ideas in naming of new park in Waterview Heights.   
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
IV.1 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Paula Rahn, Recreation Superintendent 
SUBJECT:  Staff Update on Donation from BCCWC 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff Update 

 
$700 Donation from BCCWC 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Staff Update on BCCWC 9.10.25 
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TO:  Board of Park Commissioners 

FROM:  Paula Rahn, Recreation Superintendent 

DATE:  September 10, 2025 

RE:  Staff Update on Donation from BCCWC 

 
Staff received a generous donation of $700 from the Brown County Community Women’s Club 
(BCCWC) to the Community Center to be used for various upgrades or program needs. The 
BCCWC utilizes the Community Center for their monthly meetings and very grateful to have the 
opportunity to meet here. We certainly appreciate their continued support to the Community 
Center and our department. 
 
Donor:   Brown County Community Women’s Club 
  c/o Betsy Whitton, President 

PO Box 28216 
  Green Bay WI 54324 
Amount:  $700 
 
 

Community Center | Recreation Department
600 Grant St., De Pere, WI   |   920-339-4097   |   www.deperewi.gov/communitycenter
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
IV.2 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  Staff Update on 2025 Beer Gardens 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff Update 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Staff Update.Beer Garden Summary 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: Beer Garden Summary  
 
 
Summary: 
The 2025 Beer Gardens are complete and would be considered to be very successful.  Below are a series 
of bullet points related to the Beer Gardens that will provide a snapshot for you. 
 

- No Rainouts – while we had a couple of events impacted by weather, none of our events were 
canceled due to weather/rain.   

- Attendance – We were not sure what would happen to our attendance once we went to a 
weekly event.  We are pleased to report that our attendance for the summer was approximately 
11,500 people with an average attendance of 1,054 people per event. 

o Attendance projected from Placer.AI software which tracks data from cell phones. 
o Other notable information from Placer.AI 

▪ Peak Times were 6-7 pm. 
▪ Highest attended events were in July. 
▪ Over 50% of our attendance came from the 54115 zip code (De Pere area) and 

80% came from within a 7-mile radius of De Pere. 
- Net revenue for the summer was approximately $44,000. There is a separate agenda item to 

discuss how to recommend the allocation of the funding. 
- Survey – we will be conducting a public survey to obtain information from the public on how we 

can improve. 
- Had one main sponsor – Amerilux, and 9 Individual event sponsors.   

o Individual event sponsors were: Immel Construction, IEI Contractors, Graef Consulting, 
Hockers Plumbing, Hurkman Heating and Cooling, Kay Distributing, and Durr.   

o We left two open sponsor slots in the event of event cancelations due to weather. 
- We had three food trucks per event (two normal food and one dessert) 

o We noticed that at some of our larger events the lines at the Food Trucks were very 
long.  This is something we will evaluate for future events.   

- Noticed that people were dispersed throughout the park. 
o Tables on the patio would be taken first. 
o People would bring chairs and sit on the hillside next to the river and around the bowl. 
o Many people sat on the hillside next to the food trucks. 
o Noticed large groups of people congregating by the playground. 
o Bowl was typically filled with people as well as this is where our yards games were. 

- Had a high number of volunteers. 
o Six of our nine individual event sponsors provided volunteers for the beer tent.   
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o The other five events we had a number of general volunteers that assisted us in the 
beer tent. 

- Commemorative Cups – We purchased 144 commemorative cups for people to purchase and 
use over the course of the summer.  We pulled out 22 cups to provide to our sponsors as a 
token of our appreciation.  The remaining 122 cups were sold out by the end of the second Beer 
Garden.   
 

Ideas/plans for next summer: 
While we have not confirmed any changes to the Beer Gardens for next year, here are several items that 
have been discussed.  Decisions would not be made until we receive the community survey back. 

- Proposing an additional .5 FTE in the 2026 Budget to take over the leadership of the Beer 
Gardens. 

- Investigate additional days to the Beer Gardens.  
- Investigate a traveling beer garden or additional programming at the Nelson Pavilion that would 

be similar in nature but not replicate the Beer Garden. 
- Investigate changing the time of music to be from 5:00 – 8:00 pm.  This past year it was 5:30 – 

8:00 pm. 
- Investigate adding an additional food truck or have food tents offered by local non-profit 

organizations.   
- Staff is sending out a community survey looking for input from our attendees and residents.  

This information will be beneficial in directing future changes.   
- Looking to level out area by the food trucks this summer. 
- Will be removing a tree and large hump to the Northwest of the Pavilion.  The tree is starting to 

show signs of trauma from construction and removing of the hump will allow for an 
easier/better maintenance along with providing additional places to sit during the Beer Gardens. 
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City of De Pere, Wisconsin 
 

Request for Board of Park Commissioners 
Action  

 
IV.3 

 
MEETING DATE:  September 18, 2025 
DEPARTMENT:  Parks, Recreation & Forestry 
FROM:  Marty Kosobucki, Parks, Recreation and Forestry Director 
SUBJECT:  Staff Update on 2025 Holiday Light Event 
RECOMMENDED 
ACTION: 

Staff Update 

 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
Staff Update.Holiday Lights 
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To: Board of Park Commissioners 
From: Marty Kosobucki 
 Director of Parks, Recreation and Forestry  
Date: September 18, 2025 
 
RE: Holiday Light Show Update 
 
 
The dates for the Holiday Light show have been set.  We are happy to announce that the Holiday Light 
Show sponsored by Fox Communities Credit Union will start with a walking event on December 11th.  
This date will also include a ceremonial “turning on of the lights” with Mayor Boyd.   

The drive through portion of the event will run December 12th – 14th,  and December 18th – 23rd.   

Solicitation for Tree sponsors will be going out at the end of September – first part of October.  Tree 
sponsorships will stay the same at $175 for a “self decorated” tree, and $500 for a fully decorated tree 
and sign. 

We currently have about 15-20 new displays coming this season along with a synchronized light display 
to music.   
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