
 Historic Preservation Commission 

   335 South Broadway 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

  Agenda  

Monday, November 20, 2017 6:00 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 11/14/2017 2:03 PM 

 

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.84, Notice is hereby given to the public that a meeting of the Historic 

Preservation Commission of the City of De Pere will be held on November 20, 2017 at 6:00 PM in the 

De Pere City Hall Council Chambers, 335 S. Broadway Street, De Pere, WI 54115. 

This meeting can be viewed LIVE at www.depere.tv. This meeting is also rebroadcast on TW Cable 
Channel 4 and AT&T U-verse Channel 99 throughout the week and available on demand at 
www.depere.tv. 

 Call to Order 

1. Roll Call  

2. Approval of the minutes of the October 16, 2017 Historic Preservation Commission 

meeting.  

3. Action regarding Resolution #17-84, Urging Continuation of Federal Historic Tax 

Credits for Commercial Properties.  

4. Discussion regarding the October 20-21, 2017, Local History and Preservation 

Conference after short presentations by Gene Hackbarth and Joanne Vomastic-Muka.  

5. Discussion regarding concept future projects for the Historic Preservation Commission to 

accomplish during calendar year 2018 - continued from October 2017 meeting.  

6. Future Agenda Items.  

 Adjournment 

Any person wishing to attend this meeting, who, because of disability, requires special 

accommodations should contact the City Planner’s office at 339-4043 by noon on the day 

of the meeting so that arrangements can be made. 

 

Agenda Sent To: 

Alderpersons 

City Administrator 

Mayor  

Department Heads 

TV, Newspapers & Radio Stations 

Kress Family Library 

De Pere Chamber of Commerce 

Joe De Rose, Wisconsin Historical Society 

http://www.depere.tv/
http://www.depere.tv/


Updated: 11/14/2017 8:57 AM  Page 1 

 

                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2017 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Kelly Barker 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of the minutes of the October 16, 2017 Historic 

Preservation Commission meeting. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 HPC_Oct2017_Minutes_Draft (PDF) 
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 Historic Preservation Commission 

   335 South Broadway 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

 Draft Minutes  

Monday, October 16, 2017 6:00 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 10/17/2017 10:27 AM 

 Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Chairperson Mike Fleck 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Scott Crevier Alderperson Present  

Mike Fleck Chairperson Present  

Gene Hackbarth Commissioner Present  

Brian Netzel Vice Chairperson Excused  

Sue Sands Commissioner Present  

Adam Turriff Commissioner Present  

Joanne Vomastic-Muka Commissioner Present  

Also present:  City Planner Peter Schleinz.   

2. Approval of the minutes of the September 18, 2017 Historic Preservation Commission 

meeting.  

Agenda item #5 to be amended as follows:  change the spelling of Minehan Stadium to 

Minahan Stadium. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Scott Crevier, Alderperson 

SECONDER: Gene Hackbarth, Commissioner 

AYES: Crevier, Fleck, Hackbarth, Sands, Turriff, Vomastic-Muka 

EXCUSED: Brian Netzel 

3. Discussion regarding the next steps to be taken by the Historic Preservation Commission 

when utilizing the approved Historical & Architectural Resources Survey 2017.  

City Planner Peter Schleinz distributed the final draft of the Historical & Architectural 

Resources Survey 2017, highlighting pages 16-17 which outlined the potential properties 

that are eligible for designation. He asked the HPC members for their input on what the 

next steps should be regarding the survey.  Sue Sands indicated that the HPC should 

notify all individual property owners by letter that their homes are eligible for 

designation, as well as all the homeowners in the two potential districts.  Gene Hackbarth 

agreed with this recommendation and added that he would like the letter to ask for 

feedback from the homeowners whether they would be interested in learning more 

information.  He feels that if there is interest, the HPC could possibly apply for a sub-

grant to help cover any costs. Gene also added that the letter should indicate that the 

survey is also available for viewing on the City's website. Discussion followed and 

everyone agreed that there is no reason to contact the property owners of the homes that 

are not yet fifty years old since they are not eligible. Scott Crevier asked for clarification 

on the letter.  Peter replied that he would draft a letter to send to all the eligible property 

owners which would be mailed at the end of December.  To follow up, an informational 

meeting would be planned for the January 15, 2018 HPC meeting during which interested 

property owners could attend to learn more information about the nomination process.  

Mike Fleck and Gene Hackbarth agreed to contact Joe De Rose from the Wisconsin 

Historical Society to see if he would be available to attend the meeting and give a 
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Regular Meeting  Monday, October 16, 2017 6:00 PM  

2 | P a g e  

presentation.  It was also decided that a separate meeting would likely be held for the 

potential two districts, and would possibly also be held in the first quarter of 2018.  Sue 

Sands moved, seconded by Adam Turriff, to mail letters to all owners.  Upon vote, 

motion carried unanimously.   

RESULT: DISCUSSED 

4. Discussion of Wisconsin Historic Tax Credit Program, and discussion of Federal Historic 

Tax Credits for Commercial Projects.  

Gene Hackbarth reviewed the recent changes to historic tax credits for commercial 

properties. He noted that the tax credits are capped at $500,000, or 20% of the project 

cost, per parcel for the entire length of the building's life. Before the budget changes, 

there was no cap.  Scott Crevier noted that it seems reasonable to him to cap it so the 

program doesn't run out of money. He stated that he wants to look into why the cap was 

created.  All commission members agreed to draft a resolution for action regarding 

federal tax credits at the November 20th meeting.  

RESULT: DISCUSSED 

5. Discussion regarding concept future projects for the Historic Preservation Commission to 

accomplish during calendar year 2018.  

City Planner Peter Schleinz recommended that the HPC have a discussion regarding 

future projects they would like to work on in 2018.  He noted that the commission was 

quite successful in 2017 with breaking out into smaller sub-groups and suggested they 

possibly do that again for 2018.  Gene Hackbarth suggested adding an item for the 

beginning of 2018 to follow up with any eligible property owners who have questions 

regarding the intensive survey.  He suggested waiting to receive feedback from property 

owners to gauge their interest and then decide on the direction to move forward based on 

that.  Adam Turriff asked if the HPC would pursue a new district if only 50% of the 

property owners were in favor of it.  Mike Fleck replied that he would like to see a 

greater percentage, such as 60% before pursuing a new district.  Gene Hackbarth 

reminded the commission of the criteria that must be met for national registry eligibility:   

A. Significant event in history 

B.  Associated with the lives of significant persons. 

C.  Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of constuction. 

D.  Have yielded or may likely yield information important in prehistory or history.   

 

Sue Sands brought up the N. Broadway plaques project, which was put on hold in 2016 

and was not pursued in 2017 due to budget constraints.  Peter replied that this project 

could be pursued again in 2018 if the commission wished to do so.   

RESULT: DISCUSSED 

6. Future Agenda Items.  

Scott Crevier brought up the Joliet historical marker, asking if it would be possible to add 

a small sign on the back of the marker which designates it as a state historical marker. 

Discussion followed and it was decided that City Planner Peter Schleinz would look into 

that possibility. 

RESULT: DISCUSSED 

 Adjournment 
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Regular Meeting  Monday, October 16, 2017 6:00 PM  
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Scott Crevier moved, seconded by Sue Sands, to adjourn the meeting at 6:42 PM.  Upon vote, 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kelly Barker 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2017 

 

DEPARTMENT: Planning 

 

FROM: Peter Schleinz 

 

SUBJECT: Action regarding Resolution #17-84, Urging Continuation of Federal 

Historic Tax Credits for Commercial Properties. 

 

 

On November 7, 2017 the Common Council unanimously approved a resolution to urge the continuation 

of federal historic tax credits for commercial properties.  The resolution was drafted by Gene Hackbarth 

and minor edits were made by the City Attorney and City Planning staff. 

 

Typically, a resolution receives a recommendation from a committee like the Historic Preservation 

Commission before the Council takes action.  However, due to a short timeline available for the 

effectiveness of the resolution to be mailed to designated federal government offices, the Historic 

Preservation Commission is reviewing the resolution on November 20, 2017 to reaffirm actions that the 

Council took on November 7, 2017. 

 

The federal Historic Tax Credit program, when combined with the Wisconsin Historic Tax Credit, is a 

powerful tool that has led to the re-development of vacant and blighted buildings in De Pere. 

 

Some of the De Pere Buildings that utilized the Historic Tax credit program include: 

    Frank De Both Building - 301 Main Avenue 

    John Smith Building - 109-111 S. Broadway Street 

    Robert McGeehan Building - 125 S. Broadway Street 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review the resolution and reaffirm the approval that the Council made on November 7, 2017. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Reso 17-84 - Signed (PDF) 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2017 

 

DEPARTMENT: Planning 

 

FROM: Peter Schleinz 

 

SUBJECT: Discussion regarding the October 20-21, 2017, Local History and 

Preservation Conference after short presentations by Gene 

Hackbarth and Joanne Vomastic-Muka. 

 

 

The Historic Preservation Commission approved sending Mr. Hackbarth and Ms. Vomastic-Muka to La 

Crosse, WI, for an annual Local History & Historic Preservation Conference on October 20-21, 2017. The 

attendees were each asked to make a brief 2-5 minute presentation regarding something interesting that 

they learned and/or topics that would be valuable for the Historic Preservation Commissioners to know. 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Discuss the conference information after the presentations from Mr. Hackbarth and Ms. Vomastic-Muka. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 2017 Conference Notes for HPC - Hackbarth (PDF) 

 2017 Vomastic-Muka Conference Notes for HPC (PDF) 
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2017 Wisconsin Local History - Historic Preservation Conference 
October 20-21, 2017 

La Crosse, WI 
 

Gene Hackbarth attended as a Member of the De Pere Historic Preservation Commis-
sion.   
 
Participation Schedule: 
1. Historic Preservation Roundtable Discussion 
2. State and Federal Historic Preservation Tax Credits 
3. Workshop: Basic Training for Historic Preservation Commissions 
4. Monuments, Markers & Meaning 
5. Wisconsin’s Historic Preservation Review Authority: Local HPC’s Role in Section  
 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act 
6.  Your Role in State Historic Preservation Plan 
7. Hear Here: Voices of Downtown La Crosse   A project of the History  
 Department’s Public and Policy History Program and the College of Liberal 
           Studies at the University of Wisconsin-La Crosse  
           Project website: https://www.hearherelacrosse.org/  
 
 
Wisconsin Historical Society 10 year Goals 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2017 

 

DEPARTMENT: Planning 

 

FROM: Peter Schleinz 

 

SUBJECT: Discussion regarding concept future projects for the Historic 

Preservation Commission to accomplish during calendar year 2018 - 

continued from October 2017 meeting. 

 

 

During the October 16, 2017 Historic Preservation Commission meeting a list of proposed projects was 

started to provide a guide for the Commission to attempt to accomplish during the 2018 calendar year.  

The Commission created a similar list in 2017 with proposed project completions broken down by 

quarters.  The following is the list that has been developed so far for discussion: 

 

1. Writing and submitting a grant to support public education regarding historic designations. 

 -  Mr. Hackbarth 

 -  No timeline or specific topic/target dates have been established. 

2. Creating a presentation to inform potential properties and potential districts that were added in 

 the updated Historical & Architectural Resources Survey about what historic preservation means 

 and how to achieve a federal and state designation. 

 -   All HPC 

 -  Timeline:  Presentation on January 15, 2018. Mr. Fleck and Mr. Hackbarth would reach out to  

 the Wisconsin Historical Society to create the presentation. 

 -  Timeline for historic districts is unknown. The presentations would be separate to avoid  

 confusion between individual property owners and historic districts. 

 -  One property and one potential district (23 residences) that are under 50 years old and   

 referenced in the survey would not be notified. 

 -  City staff will send notification letters when a presentation is established.  Up to 11 individual  

 properties, and two districts with 48-49 residences would be notified separately. 

3. Minahan Stadium historic signage. 

 -  Ms. Sands 

 -  Timeline:  This project may continue from 2017. Ms. Sands was working on project research. 

4. Historic Signage for historic districts and sites. 

 -  Timeline:  A spring/summer 2018 project due to ease of installation. 

 

Please come to the meeting prepared with many additional project ideas and have your calendar along so 

the projects can be set to a proposed timeline. In 2017, this process helped the HPC monitor and 

accomplish several projects! 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Revise the above list, add items to be worked on, and establish a timeline and 'lead Commissioner' for the 

completion of each proposed project. 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: November 20, 2017 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Kelly Barker 

 

SUBJECT: Future Agenda Items. 
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