
 Sustainability Commission 

   335 South Broadway 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting https://www.deperewi.gov/ 

 

  Agenda  

Tuesday, April 11, 2023 5:30 PM Council Chambers and Virtual 

 

Generated 4/7/2023 8:28 AM 

 

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statute 19.84, Notice is hereby given to the public that a meeting of the 

Sustainability Commission of the City of De Pere will be held on April 11, 2023 at 5:30 PM in the 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 2ND FLOOR CITY HALL, 335 S. BROADWAY STREET. DE PERE. 

 

The public may attend the meeting either in person in the Council Chambers or 

electronically/telephonically.  Electronic or telephonic access to the meeting is provided below: 

 

Computer/smart phone accessing https://www.gotomeet.me/DePere 

OR 

You can also dial in using your phone. 

United States (Toll Free): 1 866 899 4679 

 United States: +1 (312) 757-3117 

 Access Code: 154-883-285 

This meeting may also be rebroadcast on Spectrum Cable Channel 4 and AT&T U-verse Channel 99 
throughout the week and available on demand at http://deperecitywi.iqm2.com/.  

I. Call to Order 

1. Roll Call  

II. Public comment upon matters not on the agenda.  Comments made during the public 

comment period shall pertain only to matters under the jurisdiction of the Sustainability 

Commission.  Section 6-3(f) DPMC 

III. Items 

1. Approval of the March 14, 2023 Sustainability Commission Meeting Minutes  

2. Farmer's Market Booth Update  

3. Discuss Landfill Alternatives List  

4. Discuss Green Schools Day Proclamation  

5. Review Sustainability Commission social media page request  

6. Discuss City of De Pere 2022 Green Tier Legacy Communities Annual Report  

7. Consider and Possible Action Regarding Revisions Ordinance Sec. 74-10. Noxious 

Weeds and Planned Natural Landscape Areas*  

8. Discuss 2024 Sustainability Project Funding  

9. Discuss Clean Air Initiative Work Plan  

IV. Future Agenda Items 

V. Adjournment 

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/6GBOC319NPT2VXkpcgNLXi?domain=gotomeet.me
https://granicus.my.salesforce.com/5004w000025bEBd?isdtp=vw&isWsVw=true&nonce=29ab39ff2c93e9ccb818e5b8ab80b8705b40391ea503042639fa294016cf7427&sfdcIFrameOrigin=https%3A%2F%2Fgranicus.my.salesforce.com
https://granicus.my.salesforce.com/5004w000025bEBd?isdtp=vw&isWsVw=true&nonce=29ab39ff2c93e9ccb818e5b8ab80b8705b40391ea503042639fa294016cf7427&sfdcIFrameOrigin=https%3A%2F%2Fgranicus.my.salesforce.com
http://deperecitywi.iqm2.com/
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Any person wishing to attend this meeting who, because of disability, requires special accommodations 

should contact the Clerk’s office at 339-4050 by Noon, the previous day so that arrangements can be 

made. 

 

*Items with an asterisk require City Council approval. 

 

Agenda Sent To: 

Alderpersons 

City Administrator 

Mayor  

Department Heads 

TV, Newspapers & Radio Stations 

Kress Family Library 

De Pere Chamber of Commerce 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Sustainability Commission 

 

FROM: Betty Sellenheim 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of the March 14, 2023 Sustainability Commission Meeting 

Minutes 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• 2023 0314 Sustainability Commission_Draft Minutes (PDF) 
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 Sustainability Commission 

   335 South Broadway 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting https://www.deperewi.gov/ 

 

 Draft Minutes  

Tuesday, March 14, 2023 5:30 PM Council Chambers and Virtual 

 

Generated 4/3/2023 3:31 PM 

I. Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 5:30 PM by Alderperson John Quigley 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Jayne Black Commissioner Present  

Cindy Champeau Commissioner Present  

Emily Henrigillis Commissioner Excused  

Randall Lawton Commissioner Absent  

Eric Rakers City Engineer Present  

Nicole Slavin Commissioner Present  

John Quigley Alderperson Present  

Scott Thoresen, Public Works Director 

Betty Sellenheim, Recording Secretary 

II. Public comment upon matters not on the agenda.  Comments made during the public 

comment period shall pertain only to matters under the jurisdiction of the Sustainability 

Commission.  Section 6-3(f) DPMC 

None 

III. Items 

1. Approval of the February 14, 2023 Sustainability Commission Meeting Minutes  

Commissioner Slavin moved to approve the February 14, 2023 Sustainability 

Commission Meeting Minutes, seconded by Commissioner Champeau. Upon vote, the 

motion passed unanimously. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Nicole Slavin, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Cindy Champeau, Commissioner 

AYES: Black, Champeau, Rakers, Slavin, Quigley 

ABSENT: Randall Lawton 

EXCUSED: Emily Henrigillis 

2. Consider and Possible Action on Clean Air Initiative*  

Scott Thoresen, Public Works Director, quickly explained the changes made to the Clean 

Air Initiative since introduction, progress made, and next steps.  

Commissioner Rakers explained his request for moving this item forward for Common 

Council consideration and approval.  

 

Commissioner Rakers moved to recommend the Clean Air Initiative and Educational 

Campaign to Common Council for approval, seconded by Alderperson Quigley.  

 

Alderperson Quigley asked if the City would need to commit funds to the project. 

Commissioner Rakers explained there would not be an initial funding requirement, but 

3.1.a
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may be in the future for items such as signs. Mr. Thoresen asked if there would be an 

initial outlay for brochures or other handouts to be provided at schools. Commissioner 

Rakers stated there would be some staff time in creation of a brochure or handout for 

distribution. Alderperson Quigley suggested finding a sponsor for publication costs. Mr. 

Thoresen stated the outlay of publication cost could be dependent on the type of brochure 

and design (black and white versus color). Commissioner Rakers requested video 

production for distribution and education. Commissioner Black outlined a few options for 

distribution of a brochure including digital download and spoke in favor of a video. 

Commissioner Champeau suggested having a link in the school e-newsletters that are 

provided to parents. Betty Sellenheim, Recording Secretary, suggested utilizing the 

Farmers Market booth to discuss the program with the public.  

 

Upon vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Eric Rakers, City Engineer 

SECONDER: John Quigley, Alderperson 

AYES: Black, Champeau, Rakers, Slavin, Quigley 

ABSENT: Randall Lawton 

EXCUSED: Emily Henrigillis 

3. Consideration and possible action on 2023 Farmers Market Booth*  

Scott Thoresen, Public Works Director, explained the Sustainability Commission 

involvement with a booth at the Farmers Market the past two years.  

Betty Sellenheim, Recording Secretary, detailed the dates and times for the 2023 Farmers 

Market and explained how the booth was structured in the past.  

Alderperson Quigley shared his personal experience from volunteering at the 2022 booth 

and shared his interest in having a 2023 Sustainability booth. Commissioner Slavin 

expressed positive interest in 2023 Farmers Market booth.  

 

Alderperson Quigley moved to recommend participation in the 2023 Farmers Market one 

week a month, preferably the third week, seconded by Commissioner Black. Upon vote, 

the motion passed unanimously. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: John Quigley, Alderperson 

SECONDER: Jayne Black, Commissioner 

AYES: Black, Champeau, Rakers, Slavin, Quigley 

ABSENT: Randall Lawton 

EXCUSED: Emily Henrigillis 

4. Discuss Landfill Alternatives List  

Betty Sellenheim, Recording Secretary, explained the request for this document to be 

created, how the information was compiled, and how it will be presented or available for 

the public. Ms. Sellenheim requested commission members provide feedback on 

additions or changes to the list provided. Ms. Sellenheim added a few changes suggested 

by the Public Works Intern Megan, that will be enacted prior to publishing to the website.  

Commissioner Rakers further outlined his request and how dynamic the document and 

information can be by providing map links and maintaining the information and 

providing new alternatives as they become available. Commissioner Rakers requested the 
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information be presented in a user-friendly and interactive way. Commissioner Rakers 

reiterated the request for commissioners to review and provide feedback on the content.  

Commissioner Black spoke in favor of offering different options for as many items as 

possible to enlighten users on all the opportunities available to them. Commissioner 

Rakers agreed that many users are not familiar with the options available to them and this 

will help streamline the information. Alderperson Quigley suggested having this 

information available for Farmers Market and offer a QR code for take-away. 

Commissioner Slavin asked about bulk household item disposal. Ms. Sellenheim 

explained that often when residents are looking to dispose of bulk household items, they 

are looking for landfill and the information is being provided as landfill alternatives. 

Commissioner Slavin suggested adding that products can be broken down into separate 

parts and disposed of at the listed alternative locations. Ms. Sellenheim stated that the 

MSC Rubbish Site will be added alongside the Brown County Transfer Station as an 

option if all else fails for bulk household items. Alderperson Quigley spoke in favor of 

the QR codes provided. Ms. Sellenheim explained the Better Bin app. Scott Thoresen, 

Public Works Director, provided an update on a possible partnership with Greener Bay 

Compost.  

RESULT: DISCUSSED 

IV. Future Agenda Items 

Scott Thoresen outlined his plan to bring the Planned Natural Landscape Ordinance for review and 

approval in April. Commissioner Rakers expressed interest in having information readily available on the 

website once the Ordinance passes and offer information at Farmers Market.  

V. Adjournment 

Commissioner Rakers moved to adjourn the meeting at 5:54 PM, seconded by Commissioner 

Black. Upon vote, the motion passed unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Betty Sellenheim 

3.1.a
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Sustainability Commission 

 

FROM: Betty Sellenheim 

 

SUBJECT: Farmer's Market Booth Update 

 

 

Another non-profit signed up prior to Sustainability Commission for the third Farmers Market of each 

month. Sustainability Commission has been moved to the fourth Farmers Market of each month. 

June 29 

July 27 

August 24 

September 28 

 

Below is the link for signing up for time slots: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0C44A5AE2EA1FDC61-2023 

3.2
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Sustainability Commission 

 

FROM: Betty Sellenheim 

 

SUBJECT: Discuss Landfill Alternatives List 

 

 

During the discussion of the Landfill Alternatives List at the March 14 Sustainability Commission 

meeting, staff requested input from Commissioners for suggestions of additions or changes. At the time of 

the agenda creation for the April 11 meeting, staff has not received any additional suggestions from 

Commissioners outside of the March 14 meeting. Staff is requesting Commissioners provide suggestions 

by May 1 for staff to implement on the website and initial printed materials. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• 2023 0314 CE_Landfill Alternatives Discussion (DOCX) 

• City of De Pere Landfill Alternatives (DOCX) 

3.3
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To: Honorable Mayor Boyd 
 Members of the Sustainability Commission  
From: Betty Sellenheim, Public Works Administrative Assistant 
Date: March 14, 2023 
 
RE: Discuss Landfill Alternatives List  
 

 
Background 
 
At the December 2022 Sustainability Commission Meeting, Greener Bay Compost presented on 
their residential and commercial compost collection program. During this presentation, Mr. 
Groshek shared that the City of Green Bay added his organization to a list of landfill alternatives 
available to residents. Commission members asked at the time if this was something the City of 
De Pere could also create and also requested to further discuss as a future agenda item. 
 
Discussion 
 
Staff has drafted a list of landfill alternatives (see attached) to ultimately be posted on the City 
of De Pere Public Works Webpage and linked on the Sustainability Commission webpage. 
 
The intent is to have regular updates to this as new information/resources become available. 
 
At this time, staff is looking for suggestions on any content changes or additions from 
Commission members.  
 
 

3.3.a
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LANDFILL ALTERNATIVES 
 

OIL RECYCLING 

MSC RUBBISH SITE BROWN COUNTY RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY 
925 S. SIXTH ST, DE PERE 2561 S. BROADWAY, GREEN BAY 

CALL FOR HOURS: 920-339-4060 CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-492-4950 

ENGINE/MOTOR OIL ENGINE/MOTOR OIL & FILTERS, COOKING OIL 

 

HAZARDOUS WASTE RECYCLING 

BROWN COUNTY RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY 
2561 S. BROADWAY, GREEN BAY 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-492-4950 

FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS, BALLASTS, PROPANE TANKS, BATTERIES, PAINT, PAINT SOLVENTS, SPRAY OR BOTTLED 
CLEANING PRODUCTS, COOKING OIL, CDS, DVDS, VHS TAPES, OIL FILTERS, STAIN, GASOLINE, ANTIFREEZE, VEHICLE 

FLUIDS, FERTILIZER, PESTICIDES, WEED KILLER, POOL & SPA CHEMICALS 

 

CARDBOARD RECYCLING 

US PAPER MILLS 
BROWN COUNTY RESOURCE 

RECOVERY FACILITY 
GEORGIA PACIFIC ECO SOURCE 

824 FORT HOWARD AVE,  
DE PERE 

2561 S. BROADWAY ST, 
GREEN BAY 

7TH & STATE, 
GREEN BAY 

 

HOUSEHOLD RECYCLING 

BROWN COUNTY RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY CITY OF DE PERE RESIDENTS RECEIVING COLLECTION 
SERVICES FROM THE CITY CAN ALSO PURCHASE 

OVERFLOW TAGS FOR CURBSIDE COLLECTION AT CITY 
HALL (335 S. BROADWAY) OR MSC (925 S. SIXTH ST) 

2561 S. BROADWAY ST, GREEN BAY 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-492-4950 

RECYCLABLE MATERIALS (GLASS, PLASTIC, PAPER, METAL) 

 

PLASTIC BAG/WRAP/FILM RECYCLING 

MUNICIPAL SERVICE CENTER CITY HALL 
925 S. SIXTH ST, DE PERE 335 S. BROADWAY ST, DE PERE 

AVAILABLE 24/7 CALL FOR HOURS: 920-339-4050 

MANY LOCAL RETAILERS OFFER PLASTIC BAG COLLECTION CONTAINERS AT THEIR STORES 

 

ELECTRONIC RECYCLING 

MSC RUBBISH SITE 
925 S. SIXTH ST, DE PERE 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-339-4060 

BROWN COUNTY RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY CYBER GREEN LLC 
2561 S. BROADWAY ST, GREEN BAY 844 WILLARD DR, GREEN BAY 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-492-4950 CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-246-7143 

TOWNLINE RECYCLING NORSEC COMPUTER RECYCLERS 
3751 CREAMERY RD, DE PERE 809 PROSPER ST, DE PERE 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-562-2822 CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-660-8181 

 

CONCRETE DISPOSAL 

DAANEN & JANSSEN QUARRY SCOTT CONSTRUCTION, INC PETERS CONCRETE 
4717 MORRISON RD, LEDGEVIEW 2551 DUTCHMAN RD, GREEN BAY 1516 ATKINSON DR, GREEN BAY 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 
920-336-4149 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 
920-336-1363 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES:  
920-494-3700 

 

3.3.b
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APPLIANCE/SCRAP METAL RECYCLING 

MSC RUBBISH SITE 
925 S. SIXTH ST, DE PERE 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-339-4060 

BROWN COUNTY RESOURCE RECOVERY FACILITY CYBER GREEN LLC 
2561 S. BROADWAY ST, GREEN BAY 844 WILLARD DR, GREEN BAY 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-492-4950 CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-246-7143 

TOWNLINE RECYCLING ALTER METAL RECYCLING 
3751 CREAMERY RD, DE PERE 2175 BADGERLAND DR, GREEN BAY 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-562-2822 CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-494-3451 

MIDWEST SCRAP METAL SMITTY’S SALVAGE & SUPPLY INC 
2201 BADGERLAND DR, HOWARD 2325 MAIN ST, GREEN BAY 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-434-8301 920-468-7715 

 

YARD WASTE DISPOSAL 

CITY OF DE PERE YARDWASTE SITE 
655 ROCKLAND RD, DE PERE 

FOR USE BY CITY OF DE PERE AND TOWN OF LEDGEVIEW RESIDENTS 

LEAVES, GRASS CLIPPINGS, BRUSH, BRANCHES, TREE & SHRUB TRIMMINGS, SOD, ROOT BALLS 

 

FOOD WASTE & ORGANICS DISPOSAL 

 

300 PACKERLAND DR, GREEN BAY 
920-819-0446 

www.gbcompost.com 

 

DONATE FURNITURE, APPLIANCES, BUILDING SUPPLIES, AND HOME DECOR 

 
1967 ALLOUEZ AVE, GREEN BAY 

920-338-1650 
www.greenbayhabitat.org/restoregb.html 

 

DONATE CLOTHES, FURNITURE, BOOKS, GAMES, HOUSEHOLD PRODUCTS 

DE PERE CHRISTIAN OUTREACH ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
506 BUTLER ST, DE PERE 1529 LEO FRIGO WAY, GREEN BAY 

920-339-1060 920-435-4040 
www.deperechristianoutreach.org www.svdpgb.org 

GOODWILL THE SALVATION ARMY 
1301 BROSIG ST, 1660 W. MASON ST, 2814 S. ONEIDA ST 626 UNION CT, GREEN BAY 

www.goodwillncw.org 920-497-7053 
 centralusa.salvationarmy.org 

MANY OTHER THRIFT STORE, RESALE AND CONSIGNMENT SHOPS EXIST IN OUR AREA 

 

OTHER OPTIONS TO SELL OR OFFER ITEMS FOR FREE 

CRAIGSLIST FACEBOOK MARKETPLACE 

 

3.3.b
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REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE BUT IF ALL ELSE FAILS: 

BROWN COUNTY WASTE TRANSFER STATION 
3734 W. MASON ST, HOBART 

CALL FOR HOURS AND PRICES: 920-492-4950 

 

STILL HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT HOW TO DISPOSE OF SOMETHING, UTILIZE THESE RESOURCES: 

TRI-COUNTY WASTE WIZARD BETTER BIN APP 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cost to recycle: $29 per ton (February 2023) 
Cost to garbage: $52.25 per ton 
 
2022: 5,685.65 Tons of garbage 
1,625.8 Tons of recycling 
How do we do better? 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works 

 

FROM: Scott Thoresen 

 

SUBJECT: Discuss Green Schools Day Proclamation 

 

 

Mayor Boyd presented Commissioner Black at the 4-5-2023 Council meeting with the attached Green 

Schools Day Proclamation. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Green Schools Day Procolamation 4-5-2023 (PDF) 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Sustainability Commission 

 

FROM: Betty Sellenheim 

 

SUBJECT: Review Sustainability Commission social media page request 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works 

 

FROM: Scott Thoresen 

 

SUBJECT: Discuss City of De Pere 2022 Green Tier Legacy Communities 

Annual Report 

 

 

The City is required to submit an annual report to the DNR by March 31, 2023 on sustainable practices or 

initiatives the City has done over the past year. (See attached reporting instructions) The City submitted 

the attached report. This report actually covers the years 2020-2022. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Annual Report Instructions (PDF) 

• City of De Pere 2022 Green Tier Legacy Communities Annual Report (PDF) 

3.6
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Green Tier Legacy Community 
Annual Report Instructions 

For Municipalities or Counties subscribing to the sustainability 
component of this Charter 

STRUCTURE 

The Annual Report consists of two main parts: a narrative portion and an updated Legacy Communities 
Sustainable Strategy Spreadsheet (Appendix 3 of the Legacy Communities Charter) for that year.  

The Narrative portion consists of four basic sections: 
1. Title (logo optional) includes the name of the city, the year being reported, an indication of 

participation in the Sustainability Component of the Green Tier Legacy Charter, with the date 
that the report was last revised. 

2. Sustainability Mission Statement (will likely be the same from year to year) 
3. A listing of sustainable initiatives and activities that have been undertaken in the City in that 

year.  The format of this section is based on main category headings with a bullet-point listing 
and short description of your cities initiatives and programs that fit in that category.  Below is a 
listing of categories that most of the initiatives and activities will fall under. The bolded sections 
of these categories can be used as headings for this section of the report to create an easy to 
reference document. Your Annual Report may contain some or all of these categories. This list 
may also be used as inspiration for areas of sustainability your city can expand into for the 
future. The categories are: 

a. Build and Buy Green- strategies and programs that use or promote the use of 
sustainable materials and building techniques.  

b. Transportation – Transportation policies and actions that increase pedestrians, 
bicyclists, transit passengers as a primary mode of transportation, and that are designed 
to reduce public per-capita VMR and GHG emissions. 

c. Land Use – Policies and actions that seek to identify, cleanup and redevelop brownfield 
sites, promote street connectivity and mixed-use development, and protect natural 
resources. 

d. Energy – Environmental stewardship, energy efficiency, waste and materials 
management policies and the use of renewable fuels to reduce total energy 
consumption throughout the community. 

e. Water – Policies and actions that address stormwater facilities and infrastructure, water 
quality improvement, and water conservation. 

f. Waste - Policies and actions that reduce landfill waste and increase or encourage 
recycling and reuse.  

3.6.a
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g. Healthy Community Planning – Policies and projects related to incorporating healthy 
living into community design – whether by built form, programs, education, etc. in an 
effort to reduce trends in poor nutrition, inactive lifestyles, chronic disease and other 
negative health risk factors.   

 
The Sustainable Strategy Scoresheet (Appendix 3 of the Legacy Communities Charter) is attached to 
these instructions. The purpose of the sustainable strategies scoresheet is to provide a broad list of best 
management practices that encompass several elements of sustainability. Prospective signatories 
should use the strategy options to gauge environmental performance and then use this baseline to 
strive for superior results. Superior environmental performance may be achieved when municipalities 
and counties use the strategy options to develop a sustainability plan that reduces their overall negative 
impact on the environment. 
 
To use the strategy options matrix: 

• First, use the strategy options to gauge environmental performance and create a baseline score 
for your City.  The baseline score should be entered in column E of the spreadsheet, after you 
have entered the name of your city, and the year the baseline score is being produced at the top 
of the column. 

• Next, consider your baseline score and the sustainability goals and initiatives your city has in 
place for the future (which are preferably outlined and discussed in your city’s sustainability 
plan) and set a goal score to work toward in the coming year. 

• Each year you will submit a narrative report, you will also score yourself for that year on the 
strategy options matrix.  Create a column for each year after the baseline year.  After you have 
scored yourself for that year, create new goals to work toward (insert columns as needed). 

 

SUBMITTAL TIMELINE 

Each Green Tier Legacy Community (GTLC) is expected to submit an Annual Report to the Department of 
Natural Resources by March 31 of each year after the year they initially become a GTLC.  For example, if 
you became a GTLC in 2017 you do not need to submit an Annual Report for 2017, you would begin 
submitting Annual Reports with the 2018 report, which will become your baseline year and will be due 
by March of 2018. Annual Reports would then be submitted every subsequent year thereafter.  

3.6.a
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works 

 

FROM: Scott Thoresen 

 

SUBJECT: Consider and Possible Action Regarding Revisions Ordinance Sec. 

74-10. Noxious Weeds and Planned Natural Landscape Areas* 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Discuss Planned Natural Landscape Areas 4-3-2023 (DOCX) 

• Ordinance 74-10 Noxious Weeds and Planned Landscaping draft 3 3.29.23 - redline

 (DOCX) 

• Ordinance 74-10 Noxious Weeds and Planned Landscaping draft 3 3.29.23  (DOCX) 
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To: Members of the Sustainability Commission 

From: Scott J. Thoresen, Director of Public Works 

Date: April 3, 2023 
RE: Consider and Possible Action Regarding Revisions Ordinance Sec. 74-10. Noxious Weeds and 

Planned Natural Landscape Areas* 
 

 

The Commission recommended at the February 14, 2023 meeting the City Council consider 

creating an ordinance for planned natural landscape areas. The Council approved this 

recommendation at the March 7, 2023, Council meeting. The planned natural landscape 

ordinance is being proposed by revising the existing Sec. 74-10. Noxious Weeds ordinance. The 

revised ordinance will be called Sec. 74-10. Noxious Weeds and Planned Natural Landscape 

Area.  

Highlights of this proposed ordinance includes: 

• Defining planned natural landscape area means planned, intentional, and maintained 
planting area without any noxious weed, which may include, without limitation, trees, 
shrubs, and native plants, as defined in this section, or vegetation associated with a rain 
garden. 

• There will be no application or permit required. 

• Planned natural landscape shall not be located within or infringe upon any street terrace 
or right-of-way. 

• Planned natural landscape shall be a minimum of three (3) feet setback from any 
property line or right-of-way and will require a distinct defined border. 
 

Staff recommend approving the revised ordinance. 
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    Created: 2022-05-18 12:34:44 [EST] 

(Supp. No. 77) 

 
Page 1 of 3 

Sec. 74-10. Noxious weeds and planned natural landscaping area. 

(a) Definitions. 

(1) Noxious weed means, in addition to those noxious weeds enumerated in Wisconsin. Statutes. § 66.0407, 
any of the following:  

A. Sow thistle;  

B. Wild and Indian mustard;  

C. Quack grass;  

D. All Ragweed;  

E. Burdock;  

F. All hay fever producing grasses and or weeds;  

G. Any grass or noxious weed or combination thereof over 12 inches in height.  

(2) Clear-vision triangle means, as defined in Municipal Code Section 30-8 (b), a triangle shaped zone formed 
by the existing or proposed curb lines of two or more intersecting streets, roads, or alleys and a third line 
connecting said curb lines at a distance of 30 feet in each direction from the point of curb line 
intersection. The "clear vision triangle" provides vehicular traffic an unobstructed view of cross traffic at 
intersections.  

(3) Destroy means, in addition to the definition set forth in Wisconsin Statute § 66.0407, the elimination of 
the noxious weed by use of filling, cutting, chemicals or a combination of those methods, at such times 
and in such manner as will effectively prevent such plants from pollinizationpollination or prevent them 
from reaching the bloom or flower stage.  

(43) Planned natural landscaping area means a planned, intentional, and maintained planting area without 
any noxious weed, which may include, without limitation, trees, shrubs, and native plants, as defined in 
this section, or vegetation associated with a rain garden. 

(54) Rain garden means an excavated area that is back-filled with a prepared or amended soil mixture, which 
may or may not be covered with a mulch layer, which is planted with a diversity of woody or herbaceous 
vegetation, to which stormwater is directed to promote infiltration or evapotranspiration.  

(65) Native plants means those grasses (including prairie grasses), sedges (solid, triangular-stemmed plants 
resembling grasses), forbs (flowering broadleaf plants), vines, shrubs, groundcovers, and trees that are 
native to or naturalized to the State of Wisconsin but. For purposes of this section, "native plants"  shall 
not include noxious weeds or noxious grasses as defined herein.  

(b) Noxious weeds to be destroyed. 

(1) The owner, occupant or person in control of every any lot, place or arealand within the city shall destroy 
all noxious weeds growing or located thereon.  

(2) If the owner, occupant or person in control of such lot, place or arealand fails to destroy such noxious 
weeds, the weed commissioner shall, in accordance with Wis. Stats. § 66.0517 destroy or have destroyed 
such noxious weeds.  

(3) To aid in the destruction or control of noxious weeds, no owner, occupant or person in control of any 
lot, place or arealand within the city shall deposit any fill or debris thereon and allow the same to remain 
without being leveled off or removed within 15 days after deposit of the same.  
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(4) Property in the city but not served by city sewer or water or any city owned, leased, or controlled land 
shall be exempt from the provisions of this section except for such noxious weeds as are enumerated in 
Wis. Stats. § 66.0407.  

(c)      Planned natural landscaping areas.   

(1)   Permit required. Any owner, occupant, or person in control of any land of record of a property, and any 
tenant upon signed, written consent of the owner of a such propertyland, may apply for a permit to 
implement and maintain a planned natural landscaping area on the landir property.  Subject to (2) and 
(3), there may not be a height limitation for any planned natural landscaping area.   The application for 
a permit shall be made on a form provided by the Department of Public Works and shall include the 
following:   

(2) Location.   

(a.) Any planned natural landscaping area shall not be located within or infringe upon any street 
terrace or city right of way.   

(b). Any planned natural landscaping area shall maintain no less than a three-foot setback from any 
property line or right of way unless it abuts a neighboring planned natural landscaping area or is adjacent 
to a natural area or if there is a permitted fence along the lot line. 

(3) Edging required. A planned natural landscaping area must have a distinct and clearly defined border. The 
border may consist of any combination of mowed grass, fencing of up to three feet in height, a permitted 
fence installed along a property line, or natural materials neatly arranged to create the appearance of 
an edge to contain the planned natural landscaping area. 

(4) Visibility.  Any planned natural landscaping area shall not obstruct the clear-vision triangle at 
intersections. 

  

A.  A plan of the property drawn to scale, indicating the location of all property boundaries, structures, 
sidewalks, driveways, and roadways, and the boundaries of the proposed planned natural landscaping 
area. No boundary survey is required. Property boundaries and other information may be indicated on 
an aerial photograph or other suitable and readily available base map.  

C. A planting plan indicating the plant species and/or seed mixes to be used.  

D. Any proposed change in grade or excavation required beyond standard excavation and soil replacement for 
establishment of the planned natural landscaping area.  

 (3)  Review and enforcement. 

A.  An application for a permit under this section shall be reviewed by the Weed Commissioner.  
The permit may be granted subject to reasonable conditions.  The denial of a permit or the 
reasonableness of conditions imposed may be appealed to the Board of Public Works.   

B. The City may at any time determine that a planned natural landscaping area violates of the 
terms of this section if the Weed Commissioner finds an ongoing violation of the terms and 
conditions of the approved permit.  Upon such determination of the Weed Commissioner, the 
permit shall be revoked upon written notification to the property owner and any tenant who has 
made application for a planned natural landscaping area.   

b.  Appeal.  

1.  The subject of a permit revocation under this section may appeal the determination to 
the Board of Public Works. Any appeal shall be made in writing within ten business days 
of receipt of the revocation and filed with the City Clerk.  
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2.  The Board of Public Works shall hear any appeal and recommend action to the 
Common Council, which shall have the authority to affirm, reverse, or modify the 
recommendation of the Board of Public Works and issue a final decision.  

3.  In the event of noncompliance with a permit revocation or Common Council decision 
upon appeal, in addition to any other enforcement action, the City may enter and cut or 
otherwise maintain the area subject to the determination, in accordance with the 
provisions of subsection (b) above.  

 

(cd) Municipal ordinance citations, charges and costs. 

(1) Violations of the provisions of this section may result in the issuance of a municipal citation, with such 
forfeiture assessed as determined by resolution of the common council. Each day the violation continues 
shall be considered a separate offense.  

(2) If a person is found to be in violation of the requirements of this section after inspection by the weed 
commissioner, the person shall be subject to the following special charges as authorized under Wis. 
Stats. § 66.0517.  

A. Fifty dollars to cover the costs of the initial investigation by the weed commissioner.  

B. An additional $75.00 for failure to mow or otherwise destroy the noxious weeds that remain in 
violation of this section.  

C. One hundred dollars for each subsequent failure to comply with this section in the same calendar 
year.  

D. All costs actually incurred by the city in cutting or otherwise destroying the noxious weeds.  

(Code 1974, § 21.10; Ord. No. 10-15, § 1, 9-7-2010) 
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Sec. 74-10. Noxious weeds and planned natural landscaping area. 

(a) Definitions. 

(1) Noxious weed means, in addition to those noxious weeds enumerated in Wisconsin Statute. § 66.0407, 
any of the following:  

A. Sow thistle;  

B. Wild and Indian mustard;  

C. Quack grass;  

D. All Ragweed;  

E. Burdock;  

F. All hay fever producing grasses or weeds;  

G. Any grass or noxious weed or combination thereof over 12 inches in height.  

(2) Clear-vision triangle means, as defined in Municipal Code Section 30-8 (b), a triangle shaped zone formed 
by the existing or proposed curb lines of two or more intersecting streets, roads, or alleys and a third line 
connecting said curb lines at a distance of 30 feet in each direction from the point of curb line 
intersection. The "clear vision triangle" provides vehicular traffic an unobstructed view of cross traffic at 
intersections.  

(3) Destroy means, in addition to the definition set forth in Wisconsin Statute § 66.0407, the elimination of 
the noxious weed by use of filling, cutting, chemicals or a combination of those methods, at such times 
and in such manner as will effectively prevent such plants from pollination or prevent them from 
reaching the bloom or flower stage.  

(4) Planned natural landscaping area means a planned, intentional, and maintained planting area without 
any noxious weed, which may include, without limitation, trees, shrubs, and native plants, as defined in 
this section, or vegetation associated with a rain garden. 

(5) Rain garden means an excavated area that is back-filled with a prepared or amended soil mixture, which 
may or may not be covered with a mulch layer, which is planted with a diversity of woody or herbaceous 
vegetation, to which stormwater is directed to promote infiltration or evapotranspiration.  

(6) Native plants means those grasses (including prairie grasses), sedges (solid, triangular-stemmed plants 
resembling grasses), forbs (flowering broadleaf plants), vines, shrubs, groundcovers, and trees that are 
native to or naturalized to the State of Wisconsin but shall not include noxious weeds as defined herein.  

(b) Noxious weeds to be destroyed. 

(1) The owner, occupant or person in control of any land within the city shall destroy all noxious weeds 
growing or located thereon.  

(2) If the owner, occupant or person in control of such land fails to destroy such noxious weeds, the weed 
commissioner shall, in accordance with Wis. Stats. § 66.0517 destroy or have destroyed such noxious 
weeds.  

(3) To aid in the destruction or control of noxious weeds, no owner, occupant or person in control of any 
land within the city shall deposit any fill or debris thereon and allow the same to remain without being 
leveled off or removed within 15 days after deposit of the same.  
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(4) Property in the city but not served by city sewer or water or any city owned, leased, or controlled land 
shall be exempt from the provisions of this section except for such noxious weeds as are enumerated in 
Wis. Stats. § 66.0407.  

(c)      Planned natural landscaping area.   

(1)   Any owner, occupant, or person in control of any land, and any tenant upon written consent of the owner 
of such land, may implement and maintain a planned natural landscaping area on the land .  Subject to 
(2) and (3), there may not be a height limitation for any planned natural landscaping area.      

(2) Location.   

(a.) Any planned natural landscaping area shall not be located within or infringe upon any street 
terrace or city right of way.   

(b). Any planned natural landscaping area shall maintain no less than a three-foot setback from any property 
line or right of way unless it abuts a neighboring planned natural landscaping area or is adjacent to a 
natural area or if there is a permitted fence along the lot line.(3) Edging required. A planned natural 
landscaping area must have a distinct and clearly defined border. The border may consist of any 
combination of mowed grass, fencing of up to three feet in height, a permitted fence installed along a 
property line, or natural materials neatly arranged to create the appearance of an edge to contain the 
planned natural landscaping area. 

(4) Visibility.  Any planned natural landscaping area shall not obstruct the clear-vision triangle at 
intersections. 

  

 

 

(cd) Municipal ordinance citations, charges and costs. 

(1) Violations of the provisions of this section may result in the issuance of a municipal citation, with such 
forfeiture assessed as determined by resolution of the common council. Each day the violation continues 
shall be considered a separate offense.  

(2) If a person is found to be in violation of the requirements of this section after inspection by the weed 
commissioner, the person shall be subject to the following special charges as authorized under Wis. 
Stats. § 66.0517.  

A. Fifty dollars to cover the costs of the initial investigation by the weed commissioner.  

B. An additional $75.00 for failure to mow or otherwise destroy the noxious weeds that remain in 
violation of this section.  

C. One hundred dollars for each subsequent failure to comply with this section in the same calendar 
year.  

D. All costs actually incurred by the city in cutting or otherwise destroying the noxious weeds.  

(Code 1974, § 21.10; Ord. No. 10-15, § 1, 9-7-2010) 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works 

 

FROM: Scott Thoresen 

 

SUBJECT: Discuss 2024 Sustainability Project Funding 

 

 

The intent of this memo is to start having a discussion with the Commission regarding potential funding 

of sustainability project(s) for 2024. The City's 2024 budget process begins in July so if there are 

project(s) the Commission would like to see funded as part of the 2024 budget process, then 

recommendations would need to be made no later than the Commission's July 11th Commission meeting. 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Sustainability Commission Action 

 

 

  

 

MEETING DATE: April 11, 2023 

 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works 

 

FROM: Scott Thoresen 

 

SUBJECT: Discuss Clean Air Initiative Work Plan 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

• Discuss Clean Air Initiative Work Plan 4-3-2023 (DOCX) 
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To: Members of the Sustainability Commission 

From: Scott J. Thoresen, Director of Public Works 

Date: April 3, 2023 
RE: Discuss Clean Air Initiative Work Plan 
 
 

The Sustainability Commission recommended at the March 14, 2023, Commission meeting that 

the City Council consider approving the following clean air initiative work plan: 

The City of De Pere Clean Air Initiative and Sustainability Education Campaign 

• Project Goal 
o Create an educational campaign to encourage people to minimize vehicle idling. 

• Improve air quality particularly near schools. 
• More sustainable. 

o Generate City of De Pere customized resources. 
o Create a location on the City’s website. 

• Preliminary schedule 
o Initial rollout for the 2023 school year 
o Continue with an annual campaign. 
o Periodic updates throughout the year as new ideas and information becomes 

available. 
• Locations to target 

o Schools 
o Park and Ride 
o Commercial areas 
o Private business – This would be in coordination with businesses. 

• Information dispersion 
o Create a location on the City’s website to house/share relevant information.   
o Social media updates with campaigns. 
o Provide electronic resources to school. 
o Long term there may be a signage campaign.  This would require funding.  This 

action will Council Approval 
• Resources 

o City customized videos 
o Content from other municipalities customized for City. 
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The City Council approved this plan. The Commission now needs to start working on 

implementing the plan. 
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