
 Board of Appeals 

   335 South Broadway 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

  Agenda  

Monday, May 23, 2016 4:45 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 5/19/2016 2:26 PM 

 

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.84, Notice is hereby given to the public that a meeting of the Board of 

Appeals of the City of De Pere will be held on May 23, 2016 at 4:45 PM in the De Pere City Hall 

Council Chambers, 335 S. Broadway Street, De Pere, WI 54115. 

 Call to Order 

1. Roll Call  

2. Approval of the minutes of the April 25, 2016 Board of Appeals meeting.  

3. Request submitted by Brett Anderson, 109 N. Ontario St, De Pere, Wisconsin to 

construct a 15’x20’ addition to existing 18’x20’ detached garage on the property located 

at 109 N. Ontario St, De Pere, Wisconsin which would require a 3’ interior side yard 

setback variance.  

4. Request submitted by Mark Loritz, 313 Waterview Road, De Pere, Wisconsin to widen a 

driveway on the property located at 313 Waterview Road, De Pere, Wisconsin which 

would require a seven (7) foot width variance at the property line, and a five (5) foot 

width variance at the street side of the city sidewalk.  

 Adjournment 

Any person wishing to attend this meeting who, because of disability, requires 

special accommodations should contact the office of the Building Inspector at 

339-4053 by Noon on the day of the meeting so that arrangements can be made. 

 

Agenda Sent To: 

Alderpersons 

City Administrator 

Mayor  

Department Heads 

TV, Newspapers & Radio Stations 

Kress Family Library 

De Pere Chamber of Commerce 

Brett Anderson 

Mark Loritz 

Jeffrey & Julie Duckett 

Jody & Gwendolyn Christensen 

Gerald & Leann Dufek 

Jason & Catherine Lau 

Summerleigh Associates Inc. 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Appeals Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: May 23, 2016 

 

DEPARTMENT: Board of Appeals 

 

FROM: David Hongisto 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of the minutes of the April 25, 2016 Board of Appeals 

meeting. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 BoA_Apr2016_Minutes_Draft (PDF) 
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 Board of Appeals 

   335 South Broadway 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

 Draft Minutes  

Monday, April 25, 2016 4:45 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 5/17/2016 11:49 AM 

 Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 4:45 PM by Board Member Thomas Keidatz 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Scott Bonfigt Board Member Present  

Bob De Groot Board Member Present  

Paul De Leeuw Board Member Present  

Roger Galler Board Member Present  

Thomas Keidatz Board Member Present  

James Stadler Board Member Present  

William Vande Hei Board Member Present  

Also present: Building Inspector Dave Hongisto, and members of the public. 

2. Approval of the minutes of the March 28, 2016 Board of Appeals meeting.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bob De Groot, Board Member 

SECONDER: James Stadler, Board Member 

AYES: Bonfigt, De Groot, De Leeuw, Galler, Keidatz, Stadler, Vande Hei 

3. Request submitted by Mark Loritz, 313 Waterview Road, De Pere, Wisconsin to widen a 

driveway on the property located at 313 Waterview Road, De Pere, Wisconsin which 

would require a 7' width variance at the property line and a 5' width variance at the street 

side of the city sidewalk.  

Keidatz read the notice of public hearing and Hongisto reviewed the variance request. 

Property owner Mark Loritz addressed the board, explaining his need for a wider 

driveway to accommodate boat storage.  Discussion followed regarding similar 

driveways in the neighborhood, and the city's institution of a requirement for a permit to 

widen a driveway.  Stadler inquired about the curb cut and the integrity of the gutter. 

Dave stated that he had spoken to Planning Director Kim Flom to determine her position 

regarding a potential code amendment to the existing driveway widths, and she did not 

feel there should be a change.  Discussion followed.  Board members agreed that they 

would like to table this agenda item in order to solicit input from the Plan Commission 

and/or the City's Planning Department.  They are concerned that granting this variance 

would invite many other similar requests, and receiving justification for the current width 

requirements would assist in interpreting future requests of this nature.   

Discussion followed regarding the timing of the May Plan Commission meeting and 

potentially rescheduling Board of Appeals for Tuesday, May 24th.  If that becomes 

necessary, the applicant will be notified. 

RESULT: REFERRED BACK TO STAFF [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Bonfigt, De Groot, De Leeuw, Galler, Keidatz, Stadler, Vande Hei 

4. Request submitted by Mike Van Handel, 1476 Chicago Street, De Pere, Wisconsin to 

construct an attached garage addition on the property located at 1476 Chicago Street, De 

Pere, Wisconsin which would require a 6' interior side yard setback variance.  
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Regular Meeting  Monday, April 25, 2016 4:45 PM  

2 | P a g e  

Keidatz read the notice of public hearing and Hongisto reviewed the variance request.  

Property owner Mike Van Handel reported that the renovations he is undertaking will 

improve property values in the area, and that the addition will match the exterior of the 

house.  De Groot motioned, seconded by Galler, to approve the variance request.  Keidatz 

informed the applicant that the appropriate permit(s) must be obtained prior to the start of 

the project. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bob De Groot, Board Member 

SECONDER: Roger Galler, Board Member 

AYES: Bonfigt, De Groot, De Leeuw, Galler, Keidatz, Stadler, Vande Hei 

5. Request submitted by Krista Seidl and Robert Domol, 615 Randall Avenue, De Pere, 

Wisconsin to construct a 4' high wood fence on the property located at 615 Randall 

Avenue, De Pere, Wisconsin which would require a variance to allow a fence higher than 

3' in a corner side yard setback.  

Keidatz read the notice of public hearing and Hongisto reviewed the variance request.  

Homeowner Krista Seidl addressed the board, explaining that a three foot fence is not 

practical for their needs, and that when planning the footprint they made sure it was set 

back from the street for visibility purposes.  Keidatz noted that the request is reasonable 

because the placement of the fence will not affect sight lines, and the neighbors do not 

object.  He then polled the board members, who voted unanimously in favor of granting 

the variance.   

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Bonfigt, De Groot, De Leeuw, Galler, Keidatz, Stadler, Vande Hei 

6. Request submitted by Ann Wolfgram, 450 Landsborough Court, De Pere, Wisconsin to 

construct an addition to a single family residence on the property located at 450 

Landsborough Court, De Pere, Wisconsin which would require a 15' rear yard setback 

variance.  

Keidatz read the notice of public hearing and Hongisto reviewed the variance request. He 

noted that after the publication of the agenda packet, he received a letter from the 

condominium association's  architectural control committee approving the proposal.  

Homeowner Ann Wolfgram explained the circumstances related to her need for a 

variance and the plans for the addition.  Keidatz noted that because the lot is located 

adjacent to the conservancy, it will not impact neighbors and therefore the request is 

reasonable.  Vande Hei motioned, seconded by Stadler, to approve the variance request.  

Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.  Keidatz informed the applicant that any 

required permit(s) must be obtained prior to the start of construction. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: William Vande Hei, Board Member 

SECONDER: James Stadler, Board Member 

AYES: Bonfigt, De Groot, De Leeuw, Galler, Keidatz, Stadler, Vande Hei 

 Adjournment 

Keidatz declared the meeting adjourned at 5:34 PM. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

Carey Danen 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Appeals Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: May 23, 2016 

 

DEPARTMENT: Board of Appeals 

 

FROM: David Hongisto 

 

SUBJECT: Request submitted by Brett Anderson, 109 N. Ontario St, De Pere, 

Wisconsin to construct a 15’x20’ addition to existing 18’x20’ 

detached garage on the property located at 109 N. Ontario St, De 

Pere, Wisconsin which would require a 3’ interior side yard setback 

variance. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Notice of Public Hearing_N Ontario (PDF) 

 BoA_109 N Ontario_Attachments (PDF) 
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Publish: May 13, 2016 
 
 
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a public hearing will be held before the Zoning 
Board of Appeals of the City of De Pere, Brown County, Wisconsin, on May 23, 2016 at 
4:45 PM in the Common Council Chambers, Second Floor, City Hall, 335 S. Broadway 
Street, De Pere, Wisconsin, on the following matter: 
 

An appeal for a variance from the City of De Pere Municipal Code, Chapter 14-39 (6) 
(3) (b) submitted by Brett Anderson, 109 N. Ontario St, De Pere, WI.  Said appeal 
requests a building permit to construct a 15x20’ addition to existing detached 
garage on the property located at 109 N. Ontario St., De Pere, Wisconsin which 
would require a 3 foot interior side yard setback variance. 
  
Application for a building permit was denied pursuant to the De Pere Municipal 
Code, Chapter 14-39 (6) (3) (b) which requires a 6 foot interior side yard setback. 
  

Dated this 11th day of May, 2016 
 

 
 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

Thomas Keidatz, Chairman 
 

David R. Hongisto, Building Inspector 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Appeals Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: May 23, 2016 

 

DEPARTMENT: Board of Appeals 

 

FROM: David Hongisto 

 

SUBJECT: Request submitted by Mark Loritz, 313 Waterview Road, De Pere, 

Wisconsin to widen a driveway on the property located at 313 

Waterview Road, De Pere, Wisconsin which would require a seven 

(7) foot width variance at the property line, and a five (5) foot width 

variance at the street side of the city sidewalk. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 BoA_313 Waterview_Notice of Public Hearing (PDF) 

 BoA_313 Waterview_Driveway Memo (DOCX) 

 BoA_313 Waterview_Attachments (PDF) 
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Publish: May 13,2016 
 
 
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a public hearing will be held before the Zoning 
Board of Appeals of the City of De Pere, Brown County, Wisconsin, on Monday, May 23, 
2016 at 4:45 P.M. in the Common Council Chambers, Second Floor, City Hall, 335 S. 
Broadway Street, De Pere, Wisconsin, on the following matter: 
 

An appeal for a variance from the City of De Pere Municipal Code, Chapter 
14.55(8)(a)(1) submitted by Mark Loritz, 313 Waterview Road, De Pere, Wisconsin.  
Said appeal requests a building permit to widen a driveway on the property located 
at 313 Waterview Road, De Pere, Wisconsin which would require a seven (7) foot 
width variance at the property line, and a five (5) foot width variance at the street 
side of the city sidewalk. 
  
Application for a building permit was denied pursuant to the De Pere Municipal 
Code, Chapter 14.55(8)(a)(1) which allows a maximum 25’ width driveway through 
the city sidewalk. 
  

Dated this 11th day of May, 2016. 
 

 
 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

Thomas Keidatz, Chairman 
 

David R. Hongisto, Building Inspector 
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City of De Pere   |   335 South Broadway   |   De Pere, WI 54115   |   www.de-pere.org 

 

City of De Pere 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: Board of Appeals  
From: Kimberly Flom, Economic Development & Planning Director 
Date: May 18, 2016 
 
RE: Zoning Code Summary – Driveway Width 
 

 
Driveway Width Zoning Code Summary: 
Section 14-55 of the Zoning Code establishes the following dimension requirements for driveways: 

 Maximum Width at Property Line – 25’ 

 Maximum Flare – 5’ 

 Maximum Opening – 35’ 

Width restrictions may be exceeded behind the front yard right-of-way line/front lot line and into the front yard 

setback provided:  

(i) That the use is not a single or two-family residence with a center driveway; and 

(ii) The increased width encroaches only the front yard setback which is adjacent to the nearest interior 

side-yard setback; and  

(iii) The outer edge of the widened surface as so closer than two feet from the adjoining lot line; and  

(iv) The widened portion is tapered into the original maximum width at the property line over a distance 

of 36 inches or more; and  

(v) Such width increase is approved by the Building Inspector or his/her designee. Denial of any such 

request is appealable to the Zoning Board of Appeals within 14 days of the denial.  

 

Standard driveway widths range from 10’ to 24’, and often increase in width past the property line in order to 
accommodate garages.   In permitting 25’ at the property line and the ability to widen from there, the City of De 
Pere provides a generous entry width into a residential driveway by industry standards.  In fact, many 
commercial driveway entrances into parking lots and businesses (used by semi trucks, garbage trucks and other 
large vehicles) are constructed at 24’ to 25’ at the property line.   To provide a dimensional comparison, 24’ is 
the standard width for a road with no parking (two 12’ lanes).  Waterview Road is 37’ and most new roads 
constructed for two lanes of traffic and on-street parking are 32’. 
 
In the City of De Pere, the driveway width at the property line varies depending on the neighborhood, typically 
based on the type of homes constructed.  Along Ridgeway Boulevard, in a more historic part of the City, most 
driveway widths (at the property line) range from 12’ to 18’ and some of them expand to 20’ or more at the 
garage.  In Trailside Estates, a newer subdivision near Altmayer Elementary School, most driveway widths (at the 
property line) range from 18’ to 20’, and many of them extend to 30, or more at the garage. The average 
driveway width at property line on Waterview Road is 20’ and the median driveway width at property line is 19’. 
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City of De Pere   |   335 South Broadway   |   De Pere, WI 54115   |   www.de-pere.org 

Variance Review: 
 

Per the Zoning Ordinance, the Board of Appeals should consider the following factors when reviewing a Variance 

Application:  

(a) Because of the particular physical surroundings, shape, or topographical conditions of the specific property 

involved, a particular hardship to the owner would result, as distinguished from a mere inconvenience if the 

strict letter of the regulations were to be carried out;  

(b) The conditions upon which a petition for a variance are based are unique to the property for which the 

variance is sought and are not applicable, generally, to other property within the same zoning classifications;  

(c) The alleged difficulty or hardship is caused by this ordinance and has not been created by any person having 

an interest in the property;  

(d) The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or injurious to other property or 

improvements in the neighborhood in which the property is located; and  

(e) The proposed variance will not impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property, or 

substantially increase the congestion of the public streets, or increase the danger of fire, or endanger the public 

safety, or substantially diminish or impair property values within the neighborhood.  

(4) Conditions. The Board of Appeals may impose such conditions and restrictions upon the premises benefitted 

by a variance as may be necessary to comply with the standards established in this section and the objectives of 

this ordinance.  

 
 
 
Attachments 
c: Dave Hongisto, Building Inspector 
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