
 Historic Preservation Commission  335 South Broadway 

 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

  Agenda  

Monday, December 15, 2014 6:00 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 12/10/2014 3:44 PM 

 

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.84, Notice is hereby given to the public that a meeting of the Historic 

Preservation Commission of the City of De Pere will be held on December 15, 2014 at 6:00 PM in the 

De Pere City Hall Council Chambers, 335 S. Broadway Street, De Pere, WI 54115. 

 Call to Order 

1. Roll Call.  

2. Approval of the minutes of the November 17, 2014 meeting.  

3. 2014 budget review and carryover request.  

4. Placement of a plaque on the Minahan Stadium/Polo Field site.  

5. National Register of Historic Places nominations update.  

6. Research of St. Norbert College historic buildings.  

7. Historic preservation sub-grants for 2014-2015.  

8. Plaques for properties on the National Register of Historic Places.  

9. National Historic Preservation Month - May 2015.  

10. Historic tax credit program recognition letter.  

11. Report on property sales within historic districts.  

12. Future agenda items.  

 Adjournment 

 

Any person wishing to attend this meeting who, because of disability, requires special 

accommodations should contact the City Administrator’s office at 339-4044 to make 

arrangements. 
 

AGENDA SENT TO: 

Commission Members 

City Planner 

Mayor 

Alderpersons 

City Administrator 

City Attorney 

De Pere Chamber of Commerce 

Kress Family Branch Library 

News Media 

Joe De Rose, Historic Preservation Division 

Abbot Gary Neville 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of the minutes of the November 17, 2014 meeting. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 HPC_Minutes_Nov2014_Draft (PDF) 
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 Historic Preservation Commission  335 South Broadway 

 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

 Draft Minutes  

Monday, November 17, 2014 6:00 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 12/10/2014 1:50 PM 

 Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by Commissioner Mary Jane Herber 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Scott Crevier Alderperson Present  

Mike Fleck Commissioner Present  

Gene Hackbarth Commissioner Present  

Mary Jane Herber Commissioner Present  

Brian Netzel Commissioner Excused  

Sue Sands Commissioner Present  

Adam Turriff Commissioner Present  

Also present:  City Planning Director Ken Pabich and members of the public. 

2. Approval of the minutes of the October 20, 2014 meeting.  

Mary Jane Herber commended staff member Carey Danen for her work 

completing this month's agenda in a timely manner. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Fleck, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Adam Turriff, Commissioner 

AYES: Crevier, Fleck, Hackbarth, Herber, Sands, Turriff 

EXCUSED: Brian Netzel 

3. A Public Hearing to act on the local historic site designation for the White Pillars 

Museum and the Polo-Resto Service Station. 

Gene Hackbarth motioned, seconded by Sue Sands, to open the public hearing.  Upon 

vote, motion carried unanimously.  Mary Jane Herber reviewed the request for local 

landmark status for White Pillars and the Polo-Resto, which are both owned by the De 

Pere Historical Society.   

Marlin Hooper spoke in favor of granting the designation.  He stated that he is a 

volunteer at the Polo-Resto, and is amazed at how many people stop to inquire about the 

building. 

Carolyn Jahns spoke in support of local landmark status.  She noted that the Polo-Resto is 

an important gateway entrance to Voyageur Park.   

Mike Fleck conducts a history program for local elementary students, and he stated that 

both children and adults are very interested in how an old time gas station worked.  He 

also shared historical information about White Pillars, built in 1836.  Originally used as a 

land office for  the Fox River Hydraulic Company, it  is one of the oldest buildings in the 

county.   

Ken Pabich reported that city staff have been notified as required by the designation 

process.  The department of Public Works inquired what impact the designation would 

have on the alley and yard for future public improvements.  There were no comments 
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Regular Meeting  Monday, November 17, 2014 6:00 PM  

2 | P a g e  

from city staff relative to the Polo Resto.  If granted, the local landmark designation will 

be recorded on the property deed.  The property must be maintained in such a way as to 

preserve its original character, and cannot be changed drastically.  Any work requiring a 

permit would now have to come before this body to obtain a certificate of 

appropriateness.  The property owner has agreed to abide by these modification 

guidelines.  Local landmark designation helps to maintain the downtown as a tourist 

destination.   

Gene Hackbarth motioned, seconded by Mike Fleck, to close the public hearing.  Upon 

vote, motion carried unanimously. 

a. Notice of Public Hearing. 

b. Public Hearing. 

c. Review request to designate the White Pillars Museum as a local historic site.  

Sue Sands motioned, seconded by Gene Hackbarth, to grant Local Landmark 

status to the White Pillars museum.  Upon vote, motion carried unanimously. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Sands, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Gene Hackbarth, Commissioner 

AYES: Crevier, Fleck, Hackbarth, Herber, Sands, Turriff 

EXCUSED: Brian Netzel 

d. Review request to designate the Polo-Resto Service Station as a local historic 

site.  

Sue Sands motioned, seconded by Gene Hackbarth, to grant Local Landmark 

status to the Polo-Resto Service Station.  Upon vote, motion carried 

unanimously. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Sands, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Gene Hackbarth, Commissioner 

AYES: Crevier, Fleck, Hackbarth, Herber, Sands, Turriff 

EXCUSED: Brian Netzel 

4. 2014 budget review.  

Ken Pabich reminded Commission members that travel reimbursement forms are 

available from the city. 

5. National Register of Historic Places.  

No update. 

6. Tours of St. Norbert College historic buildings.  

Gene Hackbarth reported that Professor Brian Pirman has agreed to recruit 

students to work on the project; he requested that Gene provide him with specific 

goals, as well as direction on the type of research and end result desired by the 

Commission.  Sue Sands will assist Gene with compiling that information to 

submit for the project.   
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3 | P a g e  

7. Discussion on Federal Tax Credit Program continuation.  

Gene Hackbarth stated that the federal Tax Credit program is being re-evaluated.  

The Wisconsin Trust for Historic Preservation has asked the Commission to 

consider, either as an organization or individually, submitting a letter in support of 

the program's continuation.  Gene motioned, seconded by Adam Turriff, to send a 

letter of support from the Commission to the Wisconsin delegation to Congress.  

Upon vote, motion carried unanimously. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Gene Hackbarth, Commissioner 

SECONDER: Adam Turriff, Commissioner 

AYES: Crevier, Fleck, Hackbarth, Herber, Sands, Turriff 

EXCUSED: Brian Netzel 

8. Local History - Historic Preservation conference.  

Adam Turriff and Mary Jane Herber provided an overview of the sessions they 

attended at the conference.   They both felt that the workshops were valuable and 

worthwhile.   

9. Historic preservation sub-grants for 2014-2015.  

The application has been submitted, and will go before the review committee in 

February.  Because it was submitted as a survey, it receives a higher points 

schedule than if it was for individual National Register nominations.  Mary Jane 

Herber stated that this Commission has a good track record with past submissions.   

10. National Historic Preservation Month May 2015.  

Sue Sands motioned, seconded by Adam Turriff to table this item and move ahead 

to agenda item 12.  Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.   

Mike Fleck motioned, seconded by Gene Hackbarth, to return to this agenda item 

at 7:50 p.m.  Upon vote, motion carried unanimously. 

Gene Hackbarth suggested a possible presentation by UW-Milwaukee staff on the 

economic impact of historic preservation tax credit projects.  Sue Sands suggested 

inviting local school art classes to study historical buildings, as well as the 

possibility of a project such as the mural near the Fox River Trail.  Ken Pabich 

noted that the mural is located on a redevelopment site, which may impact the 

ability to change or add to the mural.   

11. Report on property sales within historic districts.  

No sales to report. 

12. Discussion of plaques for properties on the National Register of Historic Places to begin 

at 7:00 PM.  

Mary Jane Herber summarized the goal of the project, and described potential 

information that could be included on the plaques.  City staff were contacted last 

week by a homeowner who stated that some of the homes already have generic 

plaques, which were placed many years ago.  Discussion followed on the time 
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frame and funding for those plaques, which were probably placed in the 1980's, 

prior to the establishment of this Commission.   

Gene Hackbarth motioned, seconded by Mike Fleck, to open the meeting for 

public comments.  Upon vote, motion carried unanimously. 

Joe Seroogy spoke in favor of the new personalized plaques.  He inquired about 

the proposal to jointly fund the plaques by the homeowner and the city.  Mary 

Jane stated that the Commission wanted the homeowners to share a portion of the 

cost so that it is a cooperative effort and ensures voluntary participation.  She 

noted that the commercial property owners who received plaques in the spring of 

2014 also contributed to the cost.   

Ken Pabich stated that if cost estimates remain the same as the commercial 

plaques, the property owner's contribution would be approximately $70.  He also 

displayed plaque samples from the Erie Landmark Co. 

David Duquette stated that he has one of the original plaques on his home.  He 

purchased the house in 1986, and the plaque was already in place.  He suggested 

that the previous owner, Grayden Axtell, may have more information.  David 

stated that he would be interested in a new plaque, although he did express 

concern about the placement of a larger plaque on the home's siding. 

Jamie Rosenberg spoke in favor of the project, stating that there is benefit to 

playing up the character of the house and giving it personality.  He noted that the 

original family and builder of his home had strong historical significance in the 

community.   

Ken stated that city staff will obtain estimates, create sample proofs, and send to 

owners in the district with a survey to indicate interest and style preference.   

Mary Jane noted that prior to placing an order, dates and names will have to be 

verified to ensure that information on the original nominations is correct. 

13. Future agenda items.  

None. 

 Adjournment 

Scott Crevier motioned, seconded by Mike Fleck, to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 p.m.  

Upon vote, motion carried unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carey Danen 

2.a

Packet Pg. 6

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 H

P
C

_M
in

u
te

s_
N

o
v2

01
4_

D
ra

ft
  (

29
36

 :
 A

p
p

ro
va

l o
f 

th
e 

m
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
th

e 
N

o
ve

m
b

er
 1

7,
 2

01
4 

m
ee

ti
n

g
.)



Updated: 12/10/2014 2:24 PM  Page 1 

 

                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: 2014 budget review and carryover request. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 HPC_Dec_Budget Report (PDF) 

3
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Historic Budgeted Actual
2014 Budget $5,395.00 $5,395.00
Carryover Request (from 2013*) $4,772.91

Zimmerman Foundries $1,924.75 ($1,924.75)
Reinhold Plaque Install (35@25) $875.00 ($805.00)
Fossil $450.00 ($450.00)
Orde Sign $390.61 ($390.61)
Glenbow Museum $50.00 ($50.00)
Travel $605.47 ($605.47)
Preserve America Signs $490.00 ($139.00)

Historic Plaques 3195
Education / Training Sessions 500 ($60.00)
Memberships 200 ($170.00)
Meeting Expenses 1000
Mileage Expense 500
Commission Member Nameplate ($9.89)

2014 Balance $5,563.19

Known remaining bills …..

Total Expenses $0.00
Difference

Requested Carryover $5,563.19
Proposed Final 2014 Budget Balance

2014 Historic Preservation Commission Budget
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: Placement of a plaque on the Minahan Stadium/Polo Field site. 

 

 

Abbott Gary Neville has requested that the Commission consider placement of a plaque on the former 

grounds of the Minahan Stadium and De Pere Polo Field site.   
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: National Register of Historic Places nominations update. 

 

 

Report on progress for the nominations of the Heyrman and Guthnecht Houses through the U.S. 

Department of the Interior. 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: Research of St. Norbert College historic buildings. 

 

 

Continuation of discussion with faculty of St. Norbert College on research of buildings for tours in 

cooperation with the Historic Preservation Commission. 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: Historic preservation sub-grants for 2014-2015. 

 

 

The Historic Preservation Review Board Meeting is scheduled for February 2015 in Madison.  

Commission members are welcome to attend. 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: Plaques for properties on the National Register of Historic Places. 

 

 

A.  The John Baeten Building at 622 George St, and the Julius Krause Building at 106 S. Broadway have 

been placed on the National Register and are now eligible for a plaque. 

B.  Progress on the North Broadway District project. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 HPC_Dec_Plaque Survey Draft (PDF) 
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DRAFT 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
DATE 
 
NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY ST ZIP 
 
Dear Homeowner: 
 
As you know, the De Pere Historic Preservation Commission is launching a project to recognize 
buildings on the National Register of Historic Places with the installation of a commemorative 
bronze plaque.  On November 17th an informational meeting was conducted to gauge interest 
from homeowners in the North Broadway district.  Potential plaque design, cost, implementation, 
and research requirements for the project were discussed.  The next step is to determine how 
many residents are interested in participating, and selecting the final design of the plaque.  Cost 
estimates are currently $169 per plaque but could possibly increase slightly in 2015.  The city 
would cover $100 plus installation costs.   
 
Please review the sample design proofs included and indicate your preferred plaque style.  You 
can return the completed survey in the enclosed envelope.  
 
Once the survey results have been compiled, one style will be selected for all homes based on the 
preference of the majority. 
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact Historic Preservation Commission 
Chairperson Mary Jane Herber at 920-336-5927, or City Planning Director Ken Pabich at 920-
339-4043. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Mary Jane Herber 
Historic Preservation Commission Chair 
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OPTION 1:

I AM NOT INTERESTED
IN INSTALLING A PLAQUE ON MY HOME

OPTION 2:

I HAVE AN EXISTING PLAQUE AND I AM NOT
INTERESTED IN A NEW PLAQUE

OPTION 3: OPTION 4:

JOHN DOE HOUSE
North Broadway Historic District

1900
National Register of Historic Places

De Pere Historic Preservation Commission

INSTRUCTIONS:  1. Please select one option above
2. Send completed copy by [DATE] to city in enclosed envelope

SHAPE: Rectangle 
SIZE: 10” X 7”
ESTIMATED COST: $169.00

SHAPE: Oval 
SIZE: 10” X 7”
ESTIMATED COST: $169.00

City will pay: $100.00 
+ installation

Owner pays: $69.00

City will pay: $100.00 
+ installation

Owner pays: $69.00
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Attachment: HPC_Dec_Plaque Survey Draft  (2942 : Plaques for properties on the National Register of Historic Places.)



SHAPE: Oval 
SIZE: 10” X 7”
MATERIAL: Bronze 8.a
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Attachment: HPC_Dec_Plaque Survey Draft  (2942 : Plaques for properties on the National Register of Historic Places.)



SHAPE: Rectangle
SIZE: 10” X 7”
MATERIAL: Bronze
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Attachment: HPC_Dec_Plaque Survey Draft  (2942 : Plaques for properties on the National Register of Historic Places.)
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: National Historic Preservation Month - May 2015. 

 

 

Ideas for public programs:  tours of Historic Districts, programs including staff of the Historic 

Preservation Division and local property owners who have used tax credits, hands-on demonstrations of 

maintenance, and other possibilities.   
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: Historic tax credit program recognition letter. 

 

 

Local business owners Curt and Ann Beilke recently completed a renovation project utilizing the historic 

tax credit program, and sent the attached letter to the Commission. 
 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 HPC_Dec_Systems Furniture (PDF) 

10
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Attachment: HPC_Dec_Systems Furniture  (2945 : Historic tax credit program recognition letter.)
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Attachment: HPC_Dec_Systems Furniture  (2945 : Historic tax credit program recognition letter.)
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Attachment: HPC_Dec_Systems Furniture  (2945 : Historic tax credit program recognition letter.)
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: Report on property sales within historic districts. 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Historic Preservation Commission Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: December 15, 2014 

 

DEPARTMENT: Historic Preservation Commission 

 

FROM: Mary Jane Herber 

 

SUBJECT: Future agenda items. 
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