
 Board of Appeals 

   335 South Broadway 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

  Agenda  

Monday, July 23, 2018 4:45 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 7/18/2018 9:01 AM 

 

Pursuant to Wisconsin Statutes 19.84, Notice is hereby given to the public that a meeting of the Board of 

Appeals of the City of De Pere will be held on July 23, 2018 at 4:45 PM in the De Pere City Hall 

Council Chambers, 335 S. Broadway Street, De Pere, WI 54115. 

 Call to Order 

1. Roll Call  

2. Approval of the minutes of the June 25, 2018 Board of Appeals meeting.  

3. Variance request for the residential corner lot driveway setback to be reduced by 2 feet, 

changing the required distance from 25 feet to 23 feet, to allow for an 8 foot expansion to 

an existing driveway on a single family residential property located at 1715 Grace Street 

(Parcel ED-124-40). Submitted by Scott and Darlene Thoresen, property owners.  

 Adjournment 

Any person wishing to attend this meeting, who, because of disability, requires special 

accommodations should contact the City Planner’s office at 339-4043 by noon on the day 

of the meeting so that arrangements can be made. 

 

Agenda Sent To: 

Alderpersons 

City Administrator 

Mayor  

Department Heads 

TV, Newspapers & Radio Stations 

Kress Family Library 

De Pere Chamber of Commerce 

Scott & Darlene Thoresen 

David & Jane Rott 

Randy McVey 

Jo Ann Meyer 

Erica Davies & John Stindt 

Anthony Serauskas 
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                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Appeals Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: July 23, 2018 

 

DEPARTMENT: Board of Appeals 

 

FROM: Kelly Barker 

 

SUBJECT: Approval of the minutes of the June 25, 2018 Board of Appeals 

meeting. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 BoA_Jun2018_Minutes_Draft (PDF) 
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 Board of Appeals 

   335 South Broadway 
  De Pere, WI  54115 

 Regular Meeting http://www.de-pere.org 

 

 Draft Minutes  

Monday, June 25, 2018 4:45 PM De Pere City Hall Council Chambers 

 

Generated 7/6/2018 9:59 AM 

 Call to Order 

 The meeting was called to order at 4:45 PM by Chairman Bob De Groot 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Scott Bonfigt Board Member Excused  

Bob De Groot Chairman Present  

Paul De Leeuw Board Member Excused  

James Stadler Board Member Present  

William Vande Hei Board Member Present  

Andy Van Remortel Board Member Present  

Also present: City Planner/Zoning Administrator Peter Schleinz and members of the public. 

2. Approval of the minutes of the May 29, 2018 Board of Appeals Meeting.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: James Stadler, Board Member 

SECONDER: William Vande Hei, Board Member 

AYES: Bob De Groot, James Stadler, William Vande Hei, Andy Van Remortel 

EXCUSED: Scott Bonfigt, Paul De Leeuw 

3. Request a variance for the 30 foot rear yard setback to be reduced by 14 feet to allow for 

a 16 foot by 14 foot patio at the rear of a single family residential property, located at 

1223 Cecelia Court (Parcel WD-746-D-47). Submitted by Taylor Markiewicz, Cover All 

LLC, authorized representative for Kao and Sue Xiong, property owners.  

Chairman Bob De Groot read the notice of public hearing and Zoning Administrator 

Peter Schleinz reviewed the variance request. He reported that when the house was built 

in the 1990's, it was built right at the 30 foot front and rear yard setbacks, restricting any 

other type of development in the rear yard. Mark Stacy, the neighbor, spoke in favor of 

the deck. He noted that every property on the back side of the yard has a six foot fence so 

the deck will not affect any of the neighbors. Sue Xiong, the homeowner, addressed the 

board, explaining that they would like to have a walk-out deck rather than the brick patio 

that is there now. The deck will measure 16 wide by 14 feet long and there will be 

approximately 15 feet from the back of the new deck to the neighbor's fence. Bill Vande 

Hei moved, seconded by Bob De Groot, to approve the variance request. Upon vote, 

motion carried unanimously. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: William Vande Hei, Board Member 

SECONDER: Bob De Groot, Chairman 

AYES: Bob De Groot, James Stadler, William Vande Hei, Andy Van Remortel 

EXCUSED: Scott Bonfigt, Paul De Leeuw 

 Adjournment 

Bob De Groot moved, seconded by Bill Vande Hei, to adjourn the meeting at 5:02 PM. Upon 

vote, motion carried unanimously.  
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Regular Meeting  Monday, June 25, 2018 4:45 PM  

2 | P a g e  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kelly Barker 

2.a

Packet Pg. 4

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 B

o
A

_J
u

n
20

18
_M

in
u

te
s_

D
ra

ft
  (

71
95

 :
 A

p
p

ro
va

l o
f 

th
e 

m
in

u
te

s 
o

f 
th

e 
Ju

n
e 

25
, 2

01
8 

B
o

ar
d

 o
f 

A
p

p
ea

ls
 m

ee
ti

n
g

.)



Updated: 7/16/2018 2:08 PM  Page 1 

 

                 City of De Pere, Wisconsin 

 

Request For Board of Appeals Action 

 

 
  

 

MEETING DATE: July 23, 2018 

 

DEPARTMENT: Planning 

 

FROM: Peter Schleinz 

 

SUBJECT: Variance request for the residential corner lot driveway setback to 

be reduced by 2 feet, changing the required distance from 25 feet to 

23 feet, to allow for an 8 foot expansion to an existing driveway on a 

single family residential property located at 1715 Grace Street 

(Parcel ED-124-40). Submitted by Scott and Darlene Thoresen, 

property owners. 

 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Report to Board of Appeals - within 25 of corner side yard at 1715 Grace ST (DOCX) 

 Notice of Public Hearing_1715 Grace St (DOC) 

 Application Form (PDF) 

 Request Narrative From Owner (PDF) 

 COPY of DENIED VARIANCE from 2007 (PDF) 

3
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City of De Pere                                             Board of Appeals 

Staff Comments                      July 23, 2018 

 

Item 3: Variance request for the residential corner lot driveway setback to be reduced by 2 
feet, changing the required distance from 25 feet to 23 feet, to allow for an 8 foot 
expansion to an existing driveway on a single family residential property located at 
1715 Grace Street (Parcel ED-124-40). Submitted by Scott and Darlene Thoresen, 
property owners. 

 

 SITE MAP 

 
 

REQUESTED ACTION: Variance Request. 
 

A proposed 8 foot wide driveway expansion would extend 2 feet into the corner 
lot driveway setback of 25 feet. 
 

COMMON DESCRIPTION: 1715 Grace Street, located east from the Grace Street and Knoll Terrace 
intersection. 
 

PARCEL NUMBERS: ED-124-40 
 

EXISTING ZONING: R-1 (Single Family Residence District) 
 

PROPOSED ZONING: No change. 

Proposed 8 foot driveway 
expansion that will extend 

2 feet into the 25 foot 
driveway setback on 

corner side yards. 
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City of De Pere                                             Board of Appeals 

Staff Comments                      July 23, 2018 

 
 

SURROUNDING LAND USES: Residential to the north, south, east, and west. 
Town of Ledgeview border is located across the street to the east. 
 

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Neighborhood Residential (Including Multi-Family) 
 

APPLICANT / OWNER: Scott & Darlene Thoresen 
Property Owners 
1715 Grace Street 
De Pere, WI  54115-3313 
 

 

SITE HISTORY: The subject site is part of the residential subdivision titled, “The Bruss 
Addition,” recorded on May 13, 1948. The subject lot is zoned R-1 and has an 
established 30 foot corner side yard building setback, per Municipal Code 14-
38(6)(1). The lot also has an established 25 foot corner side yard driveway 
setback, per Municipal Code 14-55(8)(a)(3)(b). The subject house was built in 
the early 2000’s. 
 
On May 29, 2007 a variance was petitioned by the property owners asking to 
build a hard surface within the corner side yard for trailer parking. The 
variance was denied by the Board of Appeals. The variance was different than 
the present petition because, in 2007, the variance challenged the 
interpretation of the property being at an intersection having corner side yard 
setbacks. The Board determined that the lot was on a corner with corner side 
yard setbacks, thus, denying the 2007 variance. A copy of the 2007 denied 
variance is attached. 
 

 Variances and appeals may be requested, and repeated, once per year 
for a property. The last variance was 11 years ago. 

 
Driveways on corner side yards must be at least 25 feet from the corner side 
yard property line, per Municipal Code 14-55(8)(a)(3)(b). 
 

STAFF REVIEW: The property owners want to build an 8 foot wide addition to the east side of 
their driveway and also extend the addition along the east side of the garage. 
The purpose for the expanded paved surface is to park automobiles. The 
existing side of the driveway and house garage is at the street corner of Grace 
Street.  The purpose for the expansion is to allow the property owners to fit 
his, and his college age children’s’ automobiles on the property during the 
summer months without the need to park on the street. 
 

 On September 26, 2011 the Board of Appeals approved a similar 
variance for a driveway at 2250 Trailside Lane.  The purpose of the 
Trailside Lane expansion was to allow extra parking area on the side of 
the garage. The variance was approved with the condition that 
landscaping be added to screen the area on the side of the garage. 

 
An expansion can be accomplished without a variance by extending the 
driveway only 6 feet, rather than 8 feet, as this will place the driveway at the 
boundary of the 25 foot driveway setback for corner lots. However, the 
property owners indicated that automobile tires would still partially be on the 
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City of De Pere                                             Board of Appeals 

Staff Comments                      July 23, 2018 

 

lawn if only 6 feet was added. 
 
The request also includes extending the paved surface along the side of the 
garage where a private walkway exists. The property owner indicated that 
landscaping will be placed along the other edge of the north and east end of 
the pavement that is adjacent to the garage in order to partially screen parked 
automobiles. 
 
The property owners informed all adjacent neighbors to the south, east, and 
west about the proposed driveway expansion. The property owners obtained 
signatures from the neighbors, who expressed support for the project. 
 

 City staff denied the permit because the requested 8 foot driveway 
expansion extends 2 feet into the 25 foot corner side yard driveway 
setback, which is not allowed per Municipal Code 14-55(8)(a)(3)(b. 

 

REVIEW PROCESS: For variance applications, the Board of Appeals holds a public hearing, reviews 
the petition, and then makes a final decision of approval or denial within 30 
days of the date the petition was filed. If the Board of Appeals decision is 
approval, the petitioner must obtain proper permits and begin the project 
within six months of the approval. One variance appeal per year may be 
petitioned. 
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Publish: July 13, 2018 
 
 
 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a public hearing will be held before the Zoning 
Board of Appeals of the City of De Pere, Brown County, Wisconsin, on July 23, 2018 at 4:45 
PM in the Common Council Chambers, Second Floor, City Hall, 335 S. Broadway Street, De 
Pere, Wisconsin, on the following matter: 
 

An appeal for a variance from the City of De Pere Municipal Code, Chapter 14-55-
8(a)(3)(b) submitted by Scott Thoresen, 1715 Grace Street, De Pere, Wisconsin.  
Said appeal requests a building permit to widen the existing driveway by 8 feet on 
the property located at 1715 Grace Street, De Pere, Wisconsin which would require 
a 2 foot corner side yard setback variance. 
  
Application for a building permit was denied pursuant to the De Pere Municipal 
Code, Chapter 14-55-8(a)(3)(b) which requires a 25 foot corner side yard setback 
for driveways. 
  

Dated this 13th day of July 
 

 
 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
 

Peter Schleinz, Zoning Administrator 
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Publish: May 17, 2007 

 

 NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that a public hearing will be held before the Zoning Board of 

Appeals of the City of De Pere, Brown County, Wisconsin, on Tuesday, May 29, 2007 at 4:45 p.m. 

in the Common Council Chambers, Second Floor, City Hall, 335 S. Broadway Street, De Pere, 

Wisconsin, on the following matter: 

 

An appeal for a variance of the City of De Pere Municipal Code, Chapter 14.55 (8) (2)  

submitted by Scott Thoresen, 1715 Grace Street, De Pere, Wisconsin. 

 

Said appeal requests a building permit to construct a concrete parking area on the property 

located at 1715 Grace Street, De Pere, Wisconsin which would require a variance to allow 

parking in a corner side yard setback. 

  

Application for a building permit was denied pursuant to the De Pere Municipal Code, 

Chapter 14.55 (8)  (2) which requires that driveway extensions encroach only the front yard 

setback which is adjacent to the nearest interior side yard setback. 

  

Dated this 9
th

 day of May, 2007. 

 

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 

 

Thomas Keidatz, Chairman 

 

David R. Hongisto, Building Inspector 
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